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Notes 


by John R. Rice 


All mail for the editor should 
be sent to him at 214 West Wes- 
ley, Wheaton, Illinois. Mail ad- 
dressed to him at various~speak- 
ing dates frequently misses the 
editor, or is not attended to as 
quickly as mail handled through 
the regular channel. 


Dr. Lee’s Tremendous Sermon 


In this issue of THE Sworp. or 
THE LorD please do not fail to 
read Dr. Robert G. Lee’s. great 
sermon on “Jesus Coming to Earth 
Again.” It is slightly condensed, 
taking out one of ten sections. 

The sermon will be good for 
everybody, and should be of su- 
premely great interest to all 
southern Baptists, since Dr. Lee 
was three times president of the 
southern Baptist Convention, is 
probably Southern Baptists’ best- 
known preacher, and pastor of one 
of the greatest churches. Southern 
Baptists should note’ that the 
greatest soul winners among 
Southern Baptists are premillen- 
nial. They include Dr. Lee; Dr. C. 
E. Matthews, the superintendent 
of evangelism; Dr. W. A. Criswell, 
successor of Dr. Truett at Dallas; 
Dr. Lee Roberson at Chattanooga; 
Dr. J. Harold Smith, of First Bap- 
tist Church of Fort Smith, Ar- 
kansas; Dr. Herschel Ford at- El 
Paso, and the best evangelists, in- 
cluding Billy Graham, Eddie Mar- 
tin, etc. The best soul winners al- 
ways tend to be premillennial be- 
cause they must take the Bible lit- 
rally and believe it all, and that 
makes a person a premillennial- 


Jesus Coming to Earth Again 


Bellevue Baptist Church, 


i 


By Dr. R. G. Lee, Pastor 


Y 


“Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up 
from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.’”’—Acts 1:11. ; 

“For the Lord himself shall descend from_heaven with 
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.”’—I Thess. 4:16-18. 


ist, that is, one who looks for 
Christ to come personally as He 
said He would, before there can be 
any millennium of peace and hap- 
piness on the earth. By all means 
read Dr. Lee’s remarkable sermon. 


Grandmother Cooke Now 
With the Lord 


Grandmother Lula Cooke, mother 
of Mrs. John R. Rice, 88 years old, 
fell asleep in Jesus on Friday, May 
20. Services were held in Whea- 
ton, Illinois, and in Gainesville, 
Texas, where the body was laid 
away by that of her husband, J. 
H. Cooke, who died in 1947. God 
has been very, very near to the 
loved ones in this Home-going of 
Grandmother Cooke, and we are 
reminded again that to depart 
and to be with the Lord is far bet- 
ter for a Christian. 


The Conservative Baptists 
at St, Paul 
Conservative Baptists from all 
over America gathered in St. Paul, 
(Continued on page 3) 


As to Christ’s Second Coming, 
let us consider the: 


I. Reality of His Return 


No one can read and believe the 
Bible and not believe in the Second 
Coming of Christ—when “. .. the 
Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a-shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: ...”. (II Thes- 
salonians 4:16)—-when the same 
Jesus who was taken up from the 
disciples into heaven will so come 
in like manner as they saw him 
go into heaven (Acts 1:11). This 
is the personal, literal, visible re- 
turn of the Lord Jesus Himself— 
not some new movement for the 
uplift of humanity, not some 
sweeping revival, not some gifts 
from Christ, not some catastrophe 
when God makes the wrath of 
man to praise Him. As Jesus went 
away, so will He come, They saw 
Him leave. They will see Him 
return. “Behold, he cometh with 
clouds; and every eye shall see 
him, ...”’ (Revelation 1:7). As all 
the predictions regarding His first 


Memphis, Tennessee 


THE SINLESS ONE MADE SIN 


By the Late Dr. H. A. Ironside, 


Pastor Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 


muck (OY, 6:21. 


I want you to consider with me one of the great texts 
of the Bible, a verse that brings before us the most remark- 
able transaction that has ever taken place in the universe, 
when the holy, spotless Son of God took the sinner’s place, and 
offered up Himself in expiation of our sins. Let me ask you 
to think first for a few minutes of the meaning of the words, 
‘He knew no sin.’ After that we will meditate upon the ex- 
pression, ‘He was made sin,’ and then we will consider the 
rest of the verse, “that we might be made the righteousness 


of God in him.” 


‘HE KNEW NO SIN’ 

These words’ suggest’ three 
things regarding the perfection of 
the humanity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In the first place, He never 
made the acquaintance of sin by 
actual disobedience to the law of 
God. He never swerved from the 
path of rectitude in the slightest 
particular. In all His life down 
here, He was ever the unsinning 
one. “He did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth.” He 
could turn to His bitterest ene- 
mies, and ask without the slight- 
est hesitation, or fear that they 
would dare attempt to answer, 
“Which of you convinceth me of 
sin?” Neither they nor any of the 
thousands since who have investi- 
gated the records have ever been 
able to point to one flaw in His 
behavior. 

‘He knew no sin’ means that 
He never committed sin, and in 
this He-stands apart from other 
men; for of every other it is writ- 
ten, “All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God.” There- 


on en mth os tnd beet 1 
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fore the need of repentance. ‘God 
commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent,” for all men have dis- 
honored Him and are guilty in His 
sight. But our blessed Lord never 
repented of anything. He never 
retracted a word He said. He 
never confessed the slightest fail- 
ure. He never apologized for any- 
thing. He was never sorry for any 
act or word. He never lifted His 
heart to God in confession of fail- 
ure. 

Let me ask you, if you profess 
to be a Christian, how did your 
life of piety begin? Did it not 
start with repentance? When you 


first came to God, did you not 


bow before Him a penitent, con- 
fessing your sins, and seeking for- 
giveness because of your iniqui- 
ties? In the case of every godly 
man or woman, contrition and con- 
fession have a large place. But 
how different was the piety of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. As Bushnell so 
strikingly expresses it, “In Him 
you see piety without one dash of 


repentance.” He never shed a tear 
because of His blunders or mis- 
takes. He never on any occasion 
recalled one thing He ever said. 
His most devoted followers failed: 
Peter denied Him; James and John 
would have called down fire from 
Heaven upon those who refused 
the ministry of their Master; 
Thomas doubted Him; Philip ques- 
tioned; Paul brought railing ac- 
cusations against the’ high priest 
in Israel, and immediately after- 
ward apologized for it; Barnabas 
lost his temper; Mark proved un- 
trustworthy on more than one oc- 
casion. But our blessed Lord mov- 
ed on in perfect serenity through 
every experience of life. He was 
the sinless One. And yet He was 
truly man, but He was more than 
(Continued on page 12) 


Dr. H. A. Ironside 


advent, when the world coldly 


received Him as a babe on a pal- | #24 


let of straw, were literally ful- 
filled, so shall all the predictions 


regarding His Second Coming be |! 


just as literally fulfilled. 


Clearly, definitely, unmistak- 
ably, is the Second Coming taught 
in the Word of God. Only the 
doctrine of the Atonement is a 
more prominent Bible truth than 
the truth ‘concerning the return 
of the Lord Jesus. In the New 
Testament, the Second Coming is 
mentioned 318 times. When the 
First Coming is mentioned one 
time, the Second Coming is men- 
tioned eight times. Only by ignor- 
ant spiritualizing, or carelessly ig- 
noring or looking upon these pas- 
sages as interpolations, or by 
wrenching language out of its set- 
ting and rendering it meaningless, 
can one throw out of court the 
mass of evidence that Scripture 
presents. Christ's promise to re- 
turn is the promise of promises— 
the crown and consummation of 
all promises. It is the coronation 
of all evangelistic hopes, the con- 
summation of prophecy. Christ’s 
promise is unmistakably divine, 
true, final. He is coming! 


Nature and grace alike proclaim 
a returning glorified Messiah. 
Nature calls for Him to rectify 
her unveiling disorders, to repair 
her shattered structures, to re- 
store her oppressed energies, to 
verify her sublime testimony to 
the Creator, so long questioned 
and overlooked. But grace sends 
forth a mightier call. If the whole 
creation groans and travails to- 
gether in pain for the manifesta- 
tion of the Son of God—how much 
more those sons of God them- 
selves. As we have whole chapters 
—Matthew 24, Luke 21, Mark 13 
—given over to the teaching of 


Dr. Robert G. Lee 


the Second Coming, so we have 
whole books, such as First and 
Second Thessalonians, devoted to 
this important subject. 

The first Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians is the first written and 
deals with the truths God would 
first have taught. Man teaches 
the Second Coming of the Lord 
last. Many churches today consider 
it mcidental. The churches of the 
first century considered it funda- 
mental. They were certain about 
the certainty of it. Men think 
often of Jesus’ birth, of His life, 
of His crucifixion—and many 
biographies are written. Men think 
often of Jesus’ resurrection, His 
ascension. We have days to cele- 
brate these great events. But no 
one has ever suggested to have a 
day set apart to remember that 
He is coming again. 

Yet His coming again is the next 
great event in the life of the Son 
of God. While it is perfectly scrip- 

(Continued on page 2) 


The Regrettable and Rapid 


Increase of Intolerance 
Among Southern Baptists 


“T Have Seen a Great Ecclesiastical Organization Grow Up, 
Which Has Come to Overshadow the Churches.” 


By Roy Mason 


[IN “FAITH AND LIFE.’’ REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION. ] 


I am a Baptist by personal con- 
viction. I have been thrown among 
Southern Baptists most of my life. 
I love Southern Baptists, and 
through past years have been 
proud of them, regarding them as 
the greatest body of evangelical 
Christians on the face of the earth. 
Years ago I went as a missionary 
to Brazil under the Baptist For- 
eign Mission Board, and remained 
until I had to bring my wife to a 
hospital in order to save her life. 
I have served a number of Baptist 
churches as pastor down through 
the years, and all of these were 
affiliated with the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention. I have been pas- 
tor of the same Baptist church in 
Tampa for nearly a quarter of a 
century, and I do not recall a 
single month during that time that 
my church failed to send money 
for co-operative purposes through 
the regular Baptist co-operative 
channels. I am saying all this in 
order to’ substantiate my claim 
that I am a Baptist, and as a pre- 
face to what I am about to Say. 

Back when I became a Baptist, 
churches were free. Real freedom 


existed. No attempt was made on 
the part of any outside agency to 
run a Baptist church. Baptist pa- 
pers devoted much space to the 
teaching of Baptist doctrines and 
principles. They were privately 
owned and in order to live they 
had to ring so true to Baptist con- 
victions that people would support 
them. They spoke out against er- 
ror and wrong in no uncertain 
terms. Very little was said about 
“The Denomination” back there, 
but much was said about the 
churches. 


Changes—for the Worse 


I have seen some great changes 
take place, and in my judgment 
for the worse. I have seen a great 
ecclesiastical organization grow 
up, which has come to overshadow 
the churches. Baptist papers have 
passed under denominational con- 
trol and subsidy. Most of them 
have ceased to teach the great doc- 
trines, or to contend for a separat- 
ed life. They have very largely be- 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Page Two 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 10, 1955 


The Editor Answers 
: Young People's 
: Questions 


Will God hold me responsible 
€or answering questions as 1 am 
taught, even though my science 
teacher denies the Bible account 
of creation? 

Yes, God will hold you respon- 
sibe for answering anything that 
“4s not true. However, I think all 
the teacher will require will be for 
vou to say, “The textbook says 

.., and give the answer of 
the e textbook. I think if the science 
teacher knows that you know 
what he has taught you, that he 
will give you a good grade on it. 

No science teacher has a right 
to interfere with one’s. religious 
convictions. If your teacher does 
so, you should go to the principal 
of the school, and if need be,-to 
the superintendent, and get your 
parents to go with you. And if 
they do not hear you, you can 
take it to the school board. This 
as still a free country, and people 
fave a right to believe in God and 
#Helieve the Bible. And nobody on 


sgpublic payroll has a right to in- 


sist ‘that people turn away from 
the Bible. 

You will have to take your stand 
#or Christ just the same when you 
are grown as now. If you compro- 
anise and do not tell the truth 
wow, you will compromise later. 
2c stand up for Jesus. At the 
Same time, it is fair enough to 
say that the textbook says so-and- 
so, or we were taught in class that 
so-and-so was’ true. But you do 
mot have to say that you believe 
something that you do not-believe. 
To do so-would be wrong. 


Is it wrong to debate the Word 


-of God? 


It is not necessarily wrong to 
debate the Word of God, provided 
one does it in the power of God 
and in accord with the Scriptures. 
Jn Acts 19:8 and 9 we learn that 
Paul “went into the synagogue, 
and spake boldly for the space of 
three months, disputing and per- 
suading the things concerning the 
‘kingdom of God.” And again, “He 
departed from them, and separat- 
ed the disciples, disputing daily in 
the school of one Tyrannus.” 

A cantankerous debate may be 
an abomination. But honest teach- 
“ng and preaching of the Word of 
God, under circumstances that 
God can bless, may be all right. 

>: ; * 
Canine Philosophy 

Nick the Newfoundland 
sprawled on the mat. He has a 
jaw set with strength; an eye 
mild, but indicative of the fact 
that he does not want too many 
familiarities from strangers; a 


lies 


(Continued from page 1) 


tural to think of all the great facts 
connected with our salvation as; 
wrought out by Him in the past, 
‘the Holy Spirit directs the atten- 
tion of all believers to the future, 
and assures us that He is coming 
| again. 

To one who accepts the author- 
‘ity of the Scriptures, the testi- 
mony of Jesus to His own Second 
Coming is of outstanding signifi- 
cance. What Jesus said in. self- 
disclosure is of utmost importance. 
Note how total was the teaching 
of Christ about Himself, ‘Fhere 
are 316 separate items of teaching 
by our Lord. There are 198 items 
which are about His own person. 
This degree of self emphasis is 
amazing. When we study the 198 
references to Christ, made by 
Himself, we find 130 contain 
specific emphasis upon His own 
person. These statements reveal 
the self-consciousness of Jesus. 

To get the quickest contact 
with our Lord’s thought about 
Himself, let us classify in groups: 

(1) Jesus spoke of Himself as 
“the Son of Man” forty-four times. 

(2) He called God “My Father’ 
in an exclusive sense twenty times. 

(3) He affirmed His unique 
and exclusive relationship to God 
ten times. 

(4) He pointed to His death, as 
divinely ordained or having re- 


nostril large enough to smell a 
wild duck atross the meadows; 
knows how to shake hands, and 
can talk with head and ear, and 
tail and, save an unreasonable 
antipathy to cats, is perfect, and 
always goes with me on my walks 
out of town. 

He knows more than a great 
many people. Never do we walk, 
but the poodles, and rat-terriers, 
and the grizzly curs with stringy 
hair and damp. noses, get after 
him. They tumble off the front 
door step and out of the kennels, 
and assault him front and rear. I 
have several times said to him 
(not loud enough for the Presby- 
tery to hear), “Nick, why do you 
stand all this? Go at them!” 

He never takes my advice. He 
lets them bark and snap, and 
passes on unprovoked without 
sniff or growl. He seems to say: 
“They are not worth minding. Let 
them bark. It pleases them and 
doesn’t hurt me. I started out for 
a 6-mile tramp, and I cannot be 
diverted. Newfoundlanders like me 
have a mission. My father pulled 
three drowning men to the beach, 
and my uncle on my mother’s side 
saved a child from the snow. If 
you have anything brave, or good, 
or great for me to do, just clap 
your hand and point out the work, 
and I will do it, but I cannot waste 
my time on rat-terriers.” 

If Nick had put that in dog- 
gerel, I think it would have read 
well. It was wise enough to be- 
come the dogma of a school. Men 
and women are more easily divert- 
ed from the straight course than 


is Nick.—T. DeWitt Talmage. 
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demptive signifieance, twenty-five 


times. ae 
Wit dy). He | 
resurrectiortfizom the dead seven: ) 


fore- announcle- -His 


teen times? 

(6) He promiséd to be epirit- 
ually present while physically ab- 
sent from His disciples’ three 
times. 

(7) He set up His person as the 
supreme motive of life, calling men 
to do and to suffer in His name 
and for his sake, seventeen times. 

(8) He claimed supreme moral 
and religious authority thirty- 
three times. 

(9) He claimed to be the final 
Judge who would determine the 
everlasting destiny of men twelve 
times. 

(10) He claimed or exercised 
authority over nature and mani- 
fested supernatural knowledge 
forty-three times. 

(11) He rejoiced when men be- 
lieved in Him and grieved in their 
unbelief four times, 

(12) He accepted the title “Son 
of God” nine times. 

(13) He claimed the title of 
“Son of God’ three times. 


(14) Five times He affirmed 
He held a unique position as the 
Lord and Master of men. 


(15) Forty-four times He claim- 
ed for Himself supreme signifi- 
cance as one in whose person cen- 
tered the ultimate purpose of God. 


Concerning the Second Coming, 
let us think of: 


2. The Reason 


“But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concern- 
ing them which are asleep, that 
ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no. hope” (I Thes- 
Salonians 4:13). 


The reason is that light may be 
shed upon the death of the believ- 
ers and that hope may live in 
the Christian heart. God does not 
want us to be ignorant. The Bible 
is written that we may not be ig- 
norant of great things we need 
to know. 

Six times in the New Testa- 
ment, Paul says: “I would not 
have you to be ignorant.” 


“Now I would not have you ig- 
norant, brethren, that often- 
times I purposed to come unto 
you, (but was let hitherto,) 
that I might have some fruit 
among you also, even aS among 
other Gentiles’? (Romans 1:13). 

“Moreover, brethren, I would 
not that ye should be ignorant, 
how that all our fathers were 
under the cloud, and all passed 
through the sea” (I Corinthians 


10:1). 

“Now concerning — spiritual 
geifts, brethren, I would not 
have you ignorant” (I Corinth- 
ians 12:1). 

“For we would not, brethren, 
have you ignorant of our 


trouble which came to us in 
Asia, that we were pressed 
out of measure, above strength, 
insomuch that we _ despaired 
even of life” (II Corinthians 1: 
8). | 

“For I would not, brethren, 
that ye should be ignorant of 
this mystery, lest ye should be 
wise in your own conceits; that 
blindness in part is happened to 
Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in” (Romans 
$125). 


And God would not have us to 
be ignorant of the Second Coming 
of Christ and all the signs and 
events related thereunto. 


“But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concern- 
‘ing them which are asleep, that 
ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. For if we 
believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring 
with him. For this we say unto 
you by the word of the Lord, 
that we which are alive and re- 
main unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep” (I Thessalon- 
ians 4:13-15). 


It is terrible to be ignorant of 
some great things. To know bot- 
any and be ignorant of Jesus— 
the Lily of the Valley. To know 
astronomy and be ignorant of 
Jesus—the Bright and Morning 
Star. To know biology and not 
know the life of Jesus. To know 
the ages of rocks—and be ignor- 
ant of the Rock of Ages. To know 


Preachers: Hear Editor 


Camp Pinnacle, 


Near Albany, New York, June 20 to 23, 


Speakers, Dr. A. W. Tozer and Evangelist John R. Rice. 
Preachers Free With $5 Registration Fee. Preachers’ 


Families, Adults, 


The editor and Dr. A. W. Tozer 
of Chicago will be speaking at 
the Camp Pinnacle conference for 
ministers, from Monday afternoon, 
June 20, through Thursday morn- 
ing, June.23. 


Ministers from _ far and 1 near 
are invited to be present. The only 


expense for ministers..is,$5_ regis: 


tration fee. Bed and meals are 
furnished. Pastors may bring their 
family, $2 per day for each adult, 
$1 a day per child. 


Camp Pinnacle is 18 miles 
southwest of Albany, New York, 
21 4miles from Schenectady. It 
is on a spur of the Catskill Moun- 


$2 a Day, Children, $1 a Day. 


re ee 


ee ) 


tains,-overlooking the Mohawk and 
Hudson River Valleys. 

Dr. Tozer is a widely-known 
and respected Christian and Mis- 


»| sionary Alliance pastor, author of 


several books, and will be speak-« 
ing on the deeper Christian life, 


‘Editor John R. Rice will be speak- 
ime on prayer, soul winning, and 
the~power of the Holy Spirit. 


Make your reservations by writ- 
ing to Camp Pinnacle, R. D., Voor« 
heesville, New York. 

We hope to see many of our 
friends. Don’t forget the dates, 
Monday afternoon through Thurss- 
day morning, June 20 to 23. 


mathematics and be ignorant of 
how to add to faith virtue, know- 
ledge, temperance, patience, godli- 
ness, kindness, love. To know 
about winds and be victims of pas- 
sions greater than they. To have 
one’s name written on checks and 
not on the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
To be ignorant of the Second 
Coming is tragic. 

Now think of: 


3. The Return 


“The Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven.” There will be no 
substitute, The One who comes 
is none other than the Lord Jesus 
Christ. As the first coming was 
literal.in every sense, so his second 
coming will be literal in every 
sense. There will be a personal, 
visible, bodily, glorious re-ap- 
pearing of Jesus Christ. 

(A) Christ’s spiritual presence 
is not the Second Coming, for the 
Bible says: “The Lord Himself.” 
Christ’s presence is a reality, but 
that is distinct from His visible 
second coming. If His second com- 
ing is spiritual, then the same 
law of interpretation will make 
the first coming spiritual. “Every 
eye (not every mind) shall see 
him.” 

(B) Death is not the Second 
Coming, for the Bible says: “The 
Lord Himself.” When a Christian 
dies, Christ does not descend from 
Heaven with a shout. No dead per- 
son arises. Nobody is caught up in 
the clouds. Nobody meets the Lord 
in the air. No such events take 
place until Christ returns. No such 
events occur at death. Therefore, 
the Second Coming can not mean 
death. Substitute the word DEATH 
in Philippians 3:20 and in Matt- 
hew 16:28 and see how ridiculous 
the statement and how nonsensical 
the teaching that the death of a 
Christian is the Second Coming 


of Christ. ‘For our conversation 
is in heaven; from whence aiso 
we look for (death) the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” No! “, from 


whence we look for the Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus —Christ.” 

“ . There be some standing 
here, which shall not taste of 
death, until they see (death) com- 
ing in his kingdom.’ Nonsense! 
Death and Christ are not synony- 
mous. “. . . till they see the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom.” 

(C) Conversion is not _ the 
Second Coming of Christ, for the 
Bible says:-“Fhe Lord Himself.” 
The regeneration. ofa sinner is 
as the wind: “The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and thou-hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is every one that is 
born of the Spirit” (John 3:8). 
But this is the first event in a 
sinner becoming a Christian. Glor- 
ious it is when a sinner is saved—- 
when drunkards become. sober, 
when infidels become believers, 
when liars become truthful, when 
people born once are born again. 
But the salvation of a sinner is 
not the Second Coming. 

(D) Great events in history are 
not the Second Coming of Christ, 
for the Bible says: “The Lord 
Himself.” 

Pentecost is not the substitute 
for the Coming of Christ, even 
though there are those who say 
that the predictions regarding 
Christ’s return were. fulfilled on 
that day. Many of the promises 
regarding the Second Coming were 
made after the day of Pentecost, 
when the Holy Spirit came. And 
none of the events of I Thessalon- 
ians 4:16-17 occurred on the Day 


of Pentecost. On that momentous 
day, there was no resurrection 


of the dead, no believers caught 


up in the clouds to meet the Lord 
in the air. The Lord Himself_is 
coming bodily, visibily, really, 
actually, corporeally, gloriously, 


personally. More startling than the ~ 


scenes of Pentecost, more momeng 
tous than the fall of Jerusalem, 
more significant than the indwell« 
ing of the Spirit, more beautiful 
than the conversion of a Sinner, 
more to be desired than our depar- 
ture to be with the Lord will be 
the literal, visible, bodily return 
of Christ. 


When Christ comes, there will. 


be: 


4, The Resurrection 


“. . . the dead in Christ shall 
rise first” (I Thessalonians 4:16), 

Those who die out of Christ are 
not blessed and holy. They must 
Stay in their graves another one 
thousand years. Then after the 
tribulation period and after the 
millennium, they will be raised 
and brought in judgment before 
the Great White Throne where 
they will receive the condemnation 
of hell. 

“Blessed and holy is he that 

hath part in the first resurrec« 

tion: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall 
be priests of God and of Christ, 

and shall reign with him a 

thousand years” (Revelation 

20:6). | 

.Blessed are the ° dead 
which die in the Lord .. .” 
(Revelation 14:13). 

Dr. Herschel Ford says: ‘‘There 
are sleeping Christians in many 
different places of the earth. The 
majority of them are in man-made 
graves. However, many Christians 
have gone down into the seas... 


many have been burned to deatbice™ | 


. . » some have been lost in the 
wild places of the earth, and their 
bones have been picked clean by 
the birds of the air... some have 
suffered and died in ‘the deserts 
and their bones have been left 
to bleach in the broiling sun.... 
some have been torn to pieces in 
explosions . . . some have flown 
away in airplanes and have never 
been found. None of this matters 
to Jesus for He knows everything. 
He knows where they are and He 
will show forth his power over 
death when He comes, for His 
loved ones will rise from every- 
where and not one of them shall 
be lost.” 

When I attend the funeral of a 
Christian;-I can truly say to him, 
“Good-bye, I will see you with 
Jesus after a little while.” We can 
say this of all who know Jesus, 
for we know that it is well with 
them, 


Now, when the dead are taken 
up, this is the first resurrection— 
it is not a resurrection of the dead 
but a resurrection from the dead. 
The lost dead will be left in their 


graves, but the saved ones will 


be raised incorruptible. 


There will be order and program 
in.this resurrection from the dead. 
Paul outlines this order: “But 
every man in his own order: 
Christ the first fruits; afterward 
they that are Christ’s at his com- 
ing” (I Corinthians 15:23). 

Christ, the first fruits. Then 
they that are Christ's at His com- 
ing. The victory of I Corinthians 
15 :54-58 will be accomplished : 

“So when this. corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, 


(Continued on page 6) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
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Page Three 


Calamity--Often Blessing 


“The story is told of an only sur- 
vivor of a shipwreck who was 
thrown upon an uninhabited is- 
land. After a while he managed 
to build for himself a rude hut in 
which he placed the “‘little all” that 
he had saved from the. sinking 
ship. He prayed to God for de- 
liverance, and anxiously scanned 
the horizon each day to hail any 
ship that might chance to be pass- 
ing that way. 

One day,.u ypor returning from a 
hunt for’ f he was horrified to 
find his hut in flames! All that he 
had had now gone up in smoke! 
The worst had happened, so it ap- 

eared. But that which seemed to 

ave happened for the worst was, 

in reality, for the best. To the 
man’s limited vision, it was the 
worst. 

To God’s infinite wisdom, his 
loss was for the best—that for 
which he had prayed. The very 
next day a ship arrived, “We saw 
your smoke signal,” the captain 
said. 

‘Can we not take our seeming 
calamities, and look for God’s best 
in them? 


Editor's Notes 


(Continued from page 1) 


Minnesota, for the annual meeting 
of the Conservative Baptist As- 
sociation, May 18 to 23. It was my 
very great privilege to be an hon- 
ored guest of this national body 
of Baptists, speaking Thursday 
evening and Friday afternoon. 
Registered messengers were ex- 
pected to reach 1,800, from some 
800 churches, I believe. Great 
crowds attended in the St. Paul 
city auditorium. Fellowship was 
SWeet. Other special speakers in- 
cluded Dr. Hyman Appelman, Dr. 
Bob Jones, Jr., Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller. 


The Conservative Baptist group 
Of: churches withdrew from the 
American Baptist Convention 
(formerly the Northern Baptist 
Convention). Their strong for- 
eign mission board does work in 
14 fields and their many mission- 
aires are supported also by hun- 
dreds of churches still nominally 
affiliated with the American Bap- 
tist Convention, but unwilling to 
Support the modernistic program. 
They are growing very rapidly. 


The Editor’s Summer 
Engagements 

Part of the week of June 12 to 
17, Editor John R. Rice will be 
speaking at the work conference 
at the Bill Rice Ranch, Murfrees- 
boro, Tennessee. Write Evangelist 
Bill Rice, Franklin Road, Murfrees- 
boro, Tennessee, for arrangements. 
Men may have free room and 
board for four hours of work daily. 

From Monday night through 
Thursday morning the editor is 
Speaking at Camp Pinnacle con- 
ference for ministers, 18 miles 
southwest of Albany, New York. 
Write Camp Pinnacle, R. D., Voor- 
heesville, New York, for reserva- 
tions. 

‘July 3 to 9, the Sword Confer- 
ence on Revival and Soul Winning 
takes place at Lake Louise, Toc- 
coa, Georgia. Other speakers in- 
clude Dr. Bob Jones, Sr., Dr. Lee 
Roberson, Evangelist Bill Rice, 
Evangelist Walter Handford. 
Music includes Dr. Elmer Piper, 
Misses Joanna and Joy Rice. Write 
Mr. A. J. Philippi, Lake Louise 
Hotel, Toccoa, Georgia, for infor- 
mation and reservations. Hurry! 

July 11-to 20, the pastor’s 
school,,. Highland Park Baptist 
Church .and Tennessee ‘Temple 
Schools,’ Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Speakers will include the editor, 
Dr. Lee Roberson, Dr. John Her- 
man, etc. Rooms free to ministers, 
inexpensive meals. Write for reser- 
vations. 


In the week of July 31 to Aug- 
ust 6, yoyng people’s conference 
at Cumberwood, Bill Rice Ranch, 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee. The edi- 
tor will speak two or three days. 

August 20 to 28, the editor will 
be speaking at Central Manor 
Camp, Mountville, Pennsylvania. 
Other speakers will include Dr. 
Andrew Telford and Rev. William 
Dean. 

September 3, 4, 5, the editor will 
speak at Penn Grove Camp, York, 
Pennsylvania, and in the York 


. Gospel Tabernacle. 


Please pray for the editor that 
he may have the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit, power and wisdom 
from on high, 


The above ietnts shows one end of the mammoth tent used in the Jack Shuler, Tucson, Arizona, city wid reviv vai 
crusade. This is only a part of the crowd which on some nights numbered more than 5,000. 


Hindrances 


Continued 
By Dr. John R. Rice, Editor 


lo Prayer 


(From PRAYER—ASKING AND RECEIVING, a book which has been for years 
America’s best seller on prayer. 21 chapters.) 


CHAPTER XX 


I. Covetousness Puts One 
Under a Curse, Hinders 
Prayer 


Covetousness, too, is a most 
respectable sin and is found in the 
“best families.’”” But it is a sin 
that God hates terribly. It is liter- 
ally idolatry (Col, 3:5), and the 
covetous man is an idolater (Eph. 
5:5). And God’s Word says that 
“the love of money is the root of 
all evil (I Tim. 6:10), that is, lit- 
erally, that the love of money can 
lead to every kind of sin in the 
world. 


Now the Scripture expressly 
says that covetousness is a sin 
that shuts the Heavens against 
the Christian. In Malachi we read: 

“Even from the days of your 
fathers ye are gone away from 
mine ordinances, and have not 
kept them. Return unto me, and 
I will return unto you, saith the 
Lord of hosts. But ye said, Where- 
in shall we return? Will a man 
rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. 
But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee? In tithes and offer- 
ings. Ye are cursed with a curse: 
for ye have robbed me, even this 
whole nation’ (Mal. 3:7-9). 


Here is a startling statement 
that men actually rob God. They 
do it in tithes and in offerings. 
The tithe is the Lord’s; not to 
give it is to rob God. The offer- 
ings also are the Lord’s; not to 
give them also robs God, And the 
Lord says, “Ye are cursed with a 
curse: for ye have robbed me, 
even this whole nation.” 


Because of this sin of covetous- 
ness, the land of Israel was under 
a curse, the whole land. God had 
withheld the rain. He had not 
heard their prayers. They were 
under a curse, and could not get 
the things they desired from God. 
And God gave them a challenge in 
the following verses: 

“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me 


now herewith, saith the Lord of: 


hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it. And 
I will rebuke the devourer for 
your. sakes, and he shall not des- 
troy the frwits of your grounds 
neither shall your vine..cast her 
fruit before the time in the field, 
saith the Lord of hosts.” 

The simple matter of forsaking 
covetousness and bringing the 
tithes and offerings which He had 
expressly commanded as a token 
of His ownership of everything 
would enable God to hear their 
prayers, to bless their crops, and 
to pour out such blessings as they 
would not even be able to re- 
ceive! The insect pests would be 
rebuked, the rain would come 
when needed, and it would be a 
happy land, God promised, if the 
people would prove God on this 
matter of tithes and offerings. 

I well know that this was first 
addressed to the Jews. I have 
heard long arguments that the 
tithe was commanded only for 
Jews. But the truth of the matter 
is that proportionate giving is as 


clearly commanded in the New 
Testament as in the Old (I Cor. 
16:2). Abraham, the tither, the 
man of faith, is held up as an ex- 
ample to New Testament Chris- 
tians in this matter (Heb. 7:1-10). 
And the New Testament examples 
who are greatly praised went far 
beyond the tithe, as we see in 
the cases of the woman who put 
in two mites (Mark 12:41-44), in 
the case of the saints at Jerusalem 
after Pentecost (Acts 4:34-37), 
and the churches of Macedonia 
(II Cor. 8:1-6). And besides, the 
promises given in the Old Testa- 
ment about liberality have been 
abundantly proved true by liter- 
ally thousands of New Testament 
Christians. I know that it pays in 
dollars and cents to bring God 
the tithes and offerings. And I 
have proved God, and He has 
opened the windows of Heaven as 
He promised, 


And why should God demand 
more of an Old Testament Jew 
than of a New Testament Chris- 
tian under grace? Should a Jew 
under law love God better? Should 
he trust Him further? Stealing, 
God-robbing, covetousness is the 
same wicked sin in New Testa- 
ment times as it was in Old 
Testament times. And those who 
sing, “Oh, How I Love Jesus,” but 
do not love Him a dime’s worth 
out of a dollar will not get far 
in their praying. If you cannot 
trust God to supply your need and 
to repay. you for all the tithes and 
offerings you bring in for Him, 
you have not much faith. 

In Dallas, Texas, a good Chris- 
tian woman who had long proved 
how joyful and how prosperous it 
is to put God first with tithes 
and offerings, came to church one 
day with her heart all set on plans 
for some lovely clothes. Her hus- 
band’s bi-monthly pay check had 
come Saturday night, and she had 
it in her purse at church, since 
he could not come. She thought to 
herself, ““This one time I’ll not put 
in the tithe; I will give $1.00, 
and the rest of the money we 
can use so well for things we 
need to buy.” 


But that dear Christian woman 
was on the committee to prepare 
the- bread.and grape juice for the 
communion table that Sunday 
morning. As she filled the little 
glasses her heart remembered the 
strict injunction, ‘‘Let. a man ex- 
amine himself, and so let him eat.” 
She dared not partake of the em- 
blems representing the poured-out 
blood of the Saviour and His 
broken body with any known sin 
or rebellion in her heart. And the 
Spirit of God spoke insistently to 
her about how she had planned 
to withhold the tithe and use it 
for her own ends. She could have 
no peace in her heart; and she 
cried out to God, “Oh, heavenly 
Father, I- cannot take the Lord's 
Supper until I know You are 
pleased with me!” So she solemnly 
promised God, “‘Lord, if You'll give 
me the joy in my heart again and 
let me know that You’ve forgiven 


me, that there is nothing between! 


Over 800 Saved in Jack 


Shuler Tucson Crusade 


Rev. J. Erben Moore, Jr., Chair- 
man of the committee, gives the 
following report of the Jack Shu- 
ler Crusade in Tucson, Arizona. 

The population of Tucson, Ari- 
zona, has just been mightily stirred 
by the greatest spiritual revival 
that has been experienced in this 
state in almost two generations. 

Twenty-six pastors issued an in- 
vitation to the Jack Shuler team 
to conduct the three-week cru- 
sade which began on Easter Sun- 
day, April 10th. A large canvas 
cathedral was procured from Los 
Angeles along with 3,500 folding 
chairs. This capacity proved in- 
adequate when the crowds reach- 
ed a figure of more than five 
thousand, and many were made 
to stand toward the close. 

More than eight hundred of the 
1.249 decisions recorded were for 
first-time acceptance of Christ. 
One hundred ninety-two dedicated 
their lives to Christ for full-time 
service. At the children’s rally 
conducted by “Don DeVos, 3,500 
were in attendance and there were 
more than 400 children who re- 
ceived Christ as their personal 
Lord and Saviour at Shuler’s in- 
vitation. 

The campaign was sparked bv 


1a 200-voice choir and Sammy All- 


red and Bob Andersen, musicians. 


Not since the days of Billy 
Sunday and Gypsy Smith has this 
desert city experienced such a 
tide of Holy Ghost conviction and 
a manifest harvest of souls. No 
one in Tucson was unaffected, 
since the revival swept through 
the’ business places, the shops, and 
out to the ranches. The Shuler 
team, through their radio broad- 
casts and television appearances, 
reached -a host of shut-ins who 
had come into the city for health 
reasons and could not otherwise 
enjoy the vital ministry of this 
outstanding gospel party.. 


\ber of unusual 


Numerous broken homes 


—— 


WeTa 


re-established and a large num- 


conversions were 


in evidence. Mexican interpreters 


were kept on hand to minister 
the Latin American people 
came to the prayer 
saved. Several Catholics 
among those whose decisions ‘ Wel 
recorded. 


aa ho 
tent te be 


NECTO@ 


From the very beginning there 
was a mighty spirit of expectancy 
among the people as they looke:? 


up to God to perform 


a mod- 


ern-day miracle in this city which 


has been considered 


due to lack of harmony 


impossible 
among 


the evangelical minysters. Though 
the team was without the sup- 
port of some of the large church- 


es, the newspapers 
pelled to give much 
coverage of 


were 


com- 
Space te 
the service due to 


the overwhelming effect of the 


homes 
the city at large. 
the meetings 


revival in Tucson 
in the life of 
Before 
way 
a-church that was 


an’? 


were half 
through there was scarcely 
not boosting 
the team and the public services, 


sensing «that this was God’s time 
to do something really great for 


our city in a spiritual way. 


The budget expenses were easily 


met by the second week, 
several nights no offerings 
taken. We ministers who support- 
ed Jack Shuler and his team want 


to highly recommend these choice 


men of God to other cities whose 
burden is for a_  Bible-centered 
ministry and a Spirit-sent revival! 
The team moves on to Winnipeg, 
Canada, for the next 
and then to Belfast, Ireland. 
know the 
of the nation will be 
up in prayer, even as the 
ministers who are praising God ior 


His proof that the days of genunie 


revival are still upon us! 


my soul and the Saviour, I prom- 
ise You that before I leave the 
house of God today I'll get that 
check cashed and turn in the tithe 
and offerings that I vowed to You 
that I would give.’’ And then in 
sweet peace and in remembrance 
of the death of our dear Saviour, 
she took of the bread which pic- 
tured His broken body and of the 
cup which pictured His poured- 
out blood. She came then to tell 
me, her pastor, of her victory; 
and the tears of joy rolled down 
her cheeks as she told it! Oh, 
dear friend, God does not care so 
much about your money, but He 
wants you. He wants your trust, 
your full surrender, your willing- 
ness to give Him anything, every- 
thing, even yourself! How grieved 
He must be if any child of His 
does not believe Him enough, does 
not love Him enough to put Him 
first in. money matters! 

Many, many Christians have 
their .heartS so set on material 
possessions, on money, on business 
that God cannot answer their 
prayers. Are your prayers hinder- 
ed by this sin? Would God have 
to say to you, “Ye are cursed with 
a curse because ye have robbed 
me’? 


II. Self-Will, Rebellion, Dis- 


obedience Hinder Prayer 

Dear Christian, I am _ probing 
in your heart and life trying to 
help you find the reasons for un- 
answered prayer. What sin of 
yours hinders your prayers and 


UF? 
v~¥Y@ 


and for 


°*% o 
Were 


campaign 


good Christian people 
holding them 
Tucsern 


Shuts out the blessing God wou! 


give you? 

Self-will is another horrible 
sin which means that God cannot 
have His way in your life and can- 
not give you His best. I recall 
the case of Saul, the first king of 


Israel, who was commanded to 
go out and utterly destroy the 
Amalekites. God said to him, 


“Now go and smite Amalek, and 
utterly destroy all that they have, 
and spare them not; but slay both 
man and woman, infant and suck- 
ling, ox and sheep, camel and ass’! 
(I Sam. 15:3). If that seems to you 
a hard command, then I remind 
you that you do not hate sin. as 
God does. This wicked, 
nation had long deserved exter- 
mination. God's  long-poured-out 
mercies had been rejected. If any 
(Continued on page 10) 
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To be able to speak effectively ia t 
public offers unusual opportunities 
for greater popul arity, busivers ad- 5 
Vancement, promotions and new con- 

tacts. Learn theory and funda- ; 

. mentale at home in your spare } 

* time. Then acquire actual ex- 

perience and practice. Send for Ly 

valuable FREE booklet, “Power fF 

of Effective Speech,” describing interesting, practical, |) 
self-training method. No obligation. No suleswan will 

call. Write today. A postcard will do. i 

NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL 

835 Diversey Parkway Dept. 123 A Chicago 14, itt. 

Please send me FREE booklet, “Power of Effective 

Speech,’ and full particulars. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 10, 1955 


The Tuggle Mission, near Farm- 
ville, Virginia, experienced defin- 
ite blessings from God recently in 
revival services conducted by 
EVANGELIST WEAVER FUT- 
RELL, a Tennessee Temple Col- 
lege graduate. Large crowds at- 
tended nightly and there were sev- 
eral conversions and reconsecra- 
tions. Shortly after the close of 
the meeting the Mission was or- 
ganized into a church to be known 
as The Tuggle Community Church. 
Rev. John Thomas Anderson was 
called as pastor. 

* * * 

Rev. A. W. Duncan, pastor of 
the Calvary Baptist Church at 
Chillicothe, Missouri, sends a 
gracious report of a recent meet- 
ing in his church led by Sword of 
the Lord EVANGELIST J. OSCAR 
WELLS. Early morning services 
were conducted from 7 to 7:45 
when Dr. Wells taught the Gospel 
of John. The first service saw 20 
in attendance and interest in- 
creased daily until 116 were com- 
ing at the end of the two weeks, 
a great majority of whom were 
young people. 

The pastor reports “The total 
visible results were: 35 professions 
of faith, 6 by letter, 18 definite 
rededications, and the church 
members say this has been the 
greatest revival Calvary Baptist 
has ever seen.” The night ser- 
vices were the best attended of 
any revival in the church and the 
final. Sunday saw all Sunday 
School attendance records broken. 
Rev. Duncan warmly and enthus- 
iastically recommends Dr. Wells to 
any church wanting an exceptional 
evangelist. 

* *% * 

EVANGELIST PETER S&S. 
RUCKMAN writes the editor that 
he has just completed a 2-week 
meeting at the First ‘Baptist 
Church of Elkton, Maryland. 
There were 5 who received Christ 
as their Saviour and 8 or 9 re- 
dedications. 

* * * 

EVANGELIST DOUG WINN, 
1224 W. Market, Greensboro, 
North Carolina, reports two of his 
recent meetings. The first was a 
10-day campaign at the Southside 
Baptist Church of Okmulgee, 
Oklahoma, Rev. Floyd Craig, pas- 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


tor, and there were 21 conversions 


By the Editor 


and additions to the church. The 
second was a two-week meeting 
at the El Bethel Baptist Church 
of Tampa, Florida, where there 
were 45 conversions. A _ record 
Sunday School attendance of 602 
was set during the meeting. 
® * * 


Rev. E. C. Hunt, pastor of the 
Hollywood Presbyterian Church of 
Kansas City, Missouri, reports a 
good revival with EVANGELIST 
RALPH M. DAVIDSON of Coffey- 
ville, Kansas. In the two weeks 
there were a good number of re- 
dedications and 26 additions to the 
church. 

* * * 

EVANGELIST JACK YOST, R. 
2, Berwick, Pennsylvania, held a 
good revival April 10-24 at Sidney, 
Montana, at- the First’ Baptist 
Church, Rev. Otto Fiesel, pastor. 
The young people of the church; 
sponsored the meeting. Two young 
girls gave their lives for full-time 
service and are going to Bob Jones 
University for training. ‘There 
were other fine decisions made, 
including several conversions, 

*K * *% 

EVANGELIST WILLARD FUL- 
LER, Box 8133, Jackson, Mississip- 
pi, writes of two revivals where 
God blessed his efforts of late. Of 
a two-week meeting with the Dry 
Prong Baptist Church, Louisiana, 
Rev. Glenn Marr, pastor, he says, 
“The Lord glorified His Name with 
the salvation of souls—one a Cath- 
olic service man—and the reclam- 
ation of Christians.” The other 
meeting, 8 days with the Sikes 
Baptist Church, Louisiana, result- 
ed in’ 8 conversions and 34 re- 
dedications. All-time Sunday 
School records were made in both 
meetings. 

* * * 

Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST J. OSCAR WELLS conducted 
a wonderful revival campaign with 
the Oaklawn Baptist Church of 
Texarkana, Texas, where Rev. R. 
J. Simpson is the pastor. There 
were 45 conversions and additions 
and 74 rededications during the 
two weeks. There were also 33 
families that pledged to have daily 
devotions in the home. This was 
Evangelist Well’s second revival 
meeting with Pastor Simpson. 

*K of * 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 


Dr. Stenholm, 
school of Religion, has given me 
the following information about 
the work of our ministerial stu- 
dents during this school year, and 
the report comes in two weeks 
before the school year closes: The 


dean of the 


ministerial students have held 
during this school year 34,591 
public Christian services. They 


have participated in 39,036 other 
services. They have dealt per- 
sonally with 176,727 people about 
their souls. They have a record 
of 25,615 definite, clear-cut con- 
versions;/ and remember, that is 
only a partial report. They have 
had 12,331 rededications. They put 
into the hands of people 961,076 
Gospel tracts. We are glad to 
tell you friends who have been 
praying for Bob Jones University 
that God has answered your pray- 
ers and has given us our most 
wonderful year here on the’ cam- 
pus. You friends who have invest- 
ed money here can clip coupons 
of rejoicing from the returns on 
your investments. God has been so 
good to us. 

We are asking you friends to 
just keep on praying for Bob 
Jones University, and pray more 
earnestly than ever before. It is 
not easy in this day and time for 
a Christian institution to stay 


true and keep on fighting; but 
God helping us, that is what we 
are going to do at Bob Jones 
University. The Lord has laid on 
the hearts of some of you to in- 
vest some money in the work of 
the school, and we are confident 
He is leading others who have not 
yet responded to our. appeal. 
Won’t you folks who have already 
made an investment make an- 
other investment at the earliest 
possible moment; and you folks 
who have not yet helped us fin- 
ancially, won’t you send a con- 
tribution? We need more money 
for our missionary program and 
for our Student Loan Endowment 
Fund and also for our building 
program. We must have another 
dormitory, and we need several 
other buildings. Remember that 
we are always looking for the 
right kind of young people as 
Bob Jones University students. 
We want young folks who can 
be trained for real Christian lead- 
ership because that is the great 
need of our day. Please let us 
hear from you, and may God 
bless you, every one. 


Bob Jones, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 


IST ROBERT L. SUMNER con- 
ducted a revival campaign with 
the Temple Baptist Church of Ta- 
coma, Washington, recently. Dr. 
Robert L. Powell, writes in his 
church calendar, Temple Tidings, 
the following: 


“An Appreciation 

“For two weeks we have had 
some of the finest services we 
have ever experienced. Brother 
Robert Li: Sumnér ‘of. Wheaton, 
Illinois, did some of the greatest 
preaching we have heard. It was a 
blessed time of the ministry of the 
Word. There was nothing which 
was not on the very highest plane, 
both in the conduct of the services 
and the preaching. His sermons 
were some of the best we have 
heard any place. 


“We are grateful for Brother 
Sumner’s excellent ministry among 
us, Many people were’ greatly 
helped, Christians were built up, 
and souls were saved. For all of 
these blessings: we thank God and 
turn our hearts to the great work 
in the future.’* 


e 
* « ® * 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST OSCAR WELLS conducted 
a splendid campaign with’ the 
Hickory Tree -Baptist Church in 
Dallas, Texas, recently. Rev. 
Arthur Freeman is the pastor of 
this growing work. During the 
two-week period there were 52 
additions and conversions, and ap- 
proximately 100 rededications. 
There were also 32 families that 
began family altars and there were 
2 young people who surrendered to 
full-time gospel service. 

This is the second largest coun- 


try church in the South Texas 
Convention. 


Pastors -and churches inter- 
ested in securing the services 
of Sword of the Lord evangel- 
ists may write for information, 
terms, and dates to: 

Evangelist Bill Rice 
214 West Wesley 
Wheaton, Illinois 


* * * 


EVANGELIST CLIFF ROBIN- 
SON, 2105 Wren Road, Chattanoo- 
ga 11, Tennessee, and Song Lead- 
er Jim Sparks of. Chattanooga, 
were with the’ First Baptist 
Church of Dora, Alabama, where 
there were 20 conversions, several 
rededications, and 7 young people 
surrendering for full-time service. 
Two also joined the church by 
letter. The pastor is the Rev. 
James B. Lawson. 


Evangelist Robinson writes, 
“From April 4 through 15 I was 
with the Fatherland’ Baptist 
Church of Nashville, Tennessee. 
There were 25 additions to the 
church, and most of them were ofi 
profession of faith. Also there 
were many rededications. On 
Easter Sunday all previous records 
were broken in the Sunday 
School.” 

ok * * 

EVANGELIST HUGH F. PYLE, 
324 W. Jefferson, Wheaton, IIl- 
inois, held a revival in the First 
Baptist Church of Vienna, Illinois, 
May 1-13. Rev. R. F. Richardson, 
pastor of the church, reports that 
od. SOuls claimed Christ as Saviour 
in the meeting and most of them 
either joined hjs church or other 
nearby churches. There were 8 
additions to thé church by letter 
and a great many rededications 
of life. Many pledged to begin 
family altars. There was a good 
moving of the Spirit among the 
high school young people. The pas- 
tor reports that the meeting was 
the best attendéd of any revival in 
the history of the church. 

Bd ae 1K 

EVANGELIST DEL FEHSEN- 
FELD, 4521 Jarboe, Kansas City, 
Missouri, held a revival withaRev, 
Homer H. Boése in the First Bap- 
tist Church of Dunbar, Pennsy)]- 
vania, April 20-May 1. There were 
28 first-time decisions and 3 back- 
Sliders came back into fellowship 


with the Lord. Almost half of the |- 


converts were adults with one 
man being over 70 years old and 
another almost 70. The pastor 
writes heartily endorsing Brother 
Fehsenfeld’s ministry and states 
that real revival came to the 
church and that souls have been 
saved since the meeting. 
a * 

EVANGELIST FREDDIE 
GAGE of Box 74, B. U. Station, 
Waco, Texas, reports 3 good meet- 
ings. April 10-17 Brother Gage 


was with Rev. L. R. Cole in the 


(Advertisement). 


there were 22 first-time decisions 


Austin, Texas. Pastor Cole reports 
that there were 73 additions, 57 
of which came for baptism and 16 
by letter. Those coming for bap- 
tism were composed of 17 adults 
from 26 to 77 years of age, 16 
young people, 13 intermediates, 9 
juniors and 2 primaries. There 
were 96 recorded rededications 
and 37 pledged to erect a family 
altar. There were 9 other profes- 
sions of faith who expressed a 
desire to unite with other 
churches. 
Rev. J, @: Clement, pastor First 
Baptist Church, Port Neches, 
Texas, reports that “Evangelist 
Freddie Gage was with him re- 
cently for a meeting. There were 
121 additions to the church, 72 
for baptism, 49 by letter, and 11 
other professions expressing a de- 
sire to join churches elsewhere. 
173 rededicated their lives, 35 
family altars established, 94 young 
people pledged not to dance. An 
all-time Sunday School record at- 
tendance was. established on the 
final Sunday with 765 present. 
The spirit of revival swept the 
high schools—church filled to ca- 
pacity each night—with approxi- 
mately 1,200 in attendance the 
closing night, which was the 
largest crowd ever to attend a 
religious service in Port Neches, 
it is reported. 

Rev. A. L:- Pearce, pastor of 
the West Side Baptist Church, 
Fort Worth, Texas, reports a bles- 
sed revival with Freddie Gage 
and Gospel singer Jimmy Snelen 
in which there were 37 additions 
to the church, 21 for baptism, 16 
by letter, 1 other profession, 38 
rededications, and 47 family altars 
established. Brother Pearce re- 
ports that this revival was a mile- 
stone in the history of his church 
and that it was the best revival 
in any of his pastorates. 

* * 


EVANGELIST EDDIE WAG- 
NER, 7 Quillen Avenue, Route 1, 
North Little Rock, Arkansas, held 
a meeting April 26-May 8 in the 
North Freedom Baptist Church 
of North Freedom, Wisconsin. 
Rev. Richard Lawrenz, the pastor, 
reports that there were 30 first- 
time decisions for Christ and 40 
rededications during the two-week 
meeting. Five members of the 
church made a_ house-to-house 
canvass of the village three days 
before the services started. Free 
radio time was given during. the 
meetings, as well as free news- 
paper writeups and advertising. 
* + * 
Rev. J. D. Hamel, pastor of 
First Brethren Church, South 
Bend, Indiana, reports a recent re- 
vival held by REV. DAN ANKER- 
BERG, director of Chicagoland 
Hi-C clubs. During the meeting 


and 2 people came to unite with 
the church by letter. There were 
90 rededications and 10 came to 
dedicate their lives for Christian 
service. According to the pastor 
and members of the church it 
was one of the greatest campaigns 
ever held in that church. 

ok * * 

A good word comes from 
EVANGELIST TOM LANDERS 
and his song leader Clyde Childes. 
From May 1-8 they held a revival 
in the Lincoln Street Baptist 
Church of Dalhart, Texas, in 
which there were exactly 100 first- 
time decisions for Christ. Brother 
Landers describes one day of 
special blessing during this meet- 
ing as follows: “The altar was 
filled yesterday morning. with 
people on their knees, confessing 
sin, praying for revival. Many 
went out to. witness yesterday 
afternoon. Last night the fire fell. 
Fifty-two people walked the aisle 
in tears, confessing definite sin, 


right with God. During*and- after 


Christians“go to others, tearfully 
asking forgiveness and restoring 
broken fellowship. Eight people 
professed faith in the Lord.” ~ 


% * * 


Rev. Harold G. Sarles, pastor 
of Grace Baptist Church of Tracy, 
California, reports a good meeting 
from May 1-8 with the MICHAEL 
GUIDOS of Metter, Georgia. On 
Saturday, May 7, a mass rally was 
held for children in the church. 
All tolled there were 44 decisions 
for salvation, 3 for restoration and 
2 joined the church by transfer 
of letter. There were decisions in 
every service. 


Rev. Sarles reports “the Guidos 


Capitol Heights Baptist Church, 


were a great blessing to.the 


breaking with the world, getting 


BOOK REVIEWS IN THIS COLUMN 
WILL USUALLY BE BY JUDGES OF 
THE SWORD BOOK CLUB AND WILL 
BE SIGNED. 


THE HOLY SPIRIT’S MINIS. 
TRY by C. Wade Freeman, Zon- 
dervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. 149 pages, $2, 
This book contains eleven ad- 
dresses given at the Evangelistic 
Conference of the Baptist Genera] 
Convention of Texas in 1954, They 
were delivered by some _ well- 
known Baptist leaders—Billy Gra- 
ham, W. A. Criswell, W. R. White, 
etc. Beginning with a chapter on 
“The Holy Spirit Convicts,” the 
book goes on to reveal what the 
Spirit of God does for us in such 
matters as the gifts, the fruits, 
the Person, the power, etc., of the 
Holy Spirit of God. 

There is a great need for this 
teaching. The vital work of the 
Spirit of God in our conversion 
and sanctification is all too little 
known. The book deserves, and I 
hope it will have, a wide reading, 
DR, T. ROLAND PHILIPS 


PEARLS, POINTS AND PAR- 
ABLES by F. E. Marsh, Baker 
Book House, 
Michigan. 269 pages, $2.80. 


Almost every Bible teacher has 
been in touch with the works of 
F. E. Marsh. The book, Pearls, 
Points and Parables, I consider one 
of his very best. The outlines on 
various themes are enlightening 
and wholesome. The introductory 
paragraph to each outline is very 
helpful. Mr. Marsh has given out- 
lines which cover every subject 
in the Bible. He deals tenderly 
and soundly with the great fun- 


damentals of the faith. 
DR. LEE ROBERSON 


GREAT IS THE LORD by 
Robert G. Lee, Fleming H. Revell 
Company, Westwood, New Jersey. 
160 pages, $2. 

From the scriptural fountain 
that never runs dry, Dr. Lee has 
drawn these sermons to refresh 
those who are thirsty spiritually. 
Written with the eloquence and 
biblical soundness so characteris- 
tic of this famous pastor, these 
messages are as gladdening as a 
Summer shower, as tender as a 
mother’s kiss, powerful as Sam- 
son’s arms, accurate as David's 
sling, and left me with the wide- 
eyed amazement of a cowboy 
visiting Chicago! 

Here are sermons that teach 
and preach—sermons that have 
both fire and beauty. Here are 
sermons from ‘the pen of one of 
America’s greatest preachers — 
sermons that will be read again 
and again throughout the years 


to come. 
EVANGELIST BILL RICE 


450 TRUE STORIES FROM 
CHURCH HISTORY compiled by 
(Continued on page 8) 


attitude about money was refresh- 
ing, ethical and wholesome. We 
recommend them highly.” 
* * * 
EVANGELIST JACK YOST, 
Route 2, Berwick, Pennsylvania, 
held a blessed two-week revival 
in the Christian Missionary Al- 
liance Church of San Bernardino, 
California, Rev: Bob Wiechman, 
pastor. During the meeting one 
family, about to break up, came 
back together and _ rededicated 
their lives to the Lord. There were 
several souls saved. From San 
Bernardino Brother Yost went to 
South Fontana..Community 
Church and 3 souls were..saved 


Grand Rapids 6, » 


the service, jtwas touching.to see. 


‘early in the meetings. 
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d Ramm: THE CHRISTIAN VIEW 
Bernard Ram AND SCRIPTURE, Grand 


Rapids. Eerdmans. 1954. 368p. $4. 00. 
The latest free bonus to new 
members of the “Evangelical 


Books” club, which is supposed to 
choose books that are ‘dependably 
evangelical” should call our atten- 
tion to the strange paths down 
which evangelicalism is heading. 
Here is a book allowing for evolu- 
tion: “‘the charge that evolution is 
anti-Christian and that theistic 
evolution is not a respectable po- 
sition is very difficult to make 
good” (pp. 289f.); a book which 
finds ‘‘theological” meaning rather 
than scientific meaning in Genesis 
1-3, and shows the way to a low, 
neo-orthodox doctrine of Scripture. 
Yet the author considers himself 
an evangelical believer. 


That is not to say that the book 
does not contain many true state- 
ments and good passages. Dr. 
Ramm, of Baylor University, Tex- 
as, has written a polemic against 
those conservative Christians who 
make “a virtue of disagreeing with 
science” (p. 29), and he refers to 
a body of important scientific data 
with which Christians should be 


“acquainted and with which they 


should reckon. It is an ambitious | 
project. The author surveys the | 
relationships between the Bible | 
and natural science, with chapters 
on astronomy, geology, biology and | 
anthropology. He shows that many | 
believers have failed to make an) 
adequate study of science. In the| 
controversial questions about the! 
age of the earth since creation and 
the time which has elapsed since 
the creation of man, he cites evi- 
dence which indicates enormously 
longer periods than conservative 
Christians often admit. Much of 
this evidences has been gathered 
by the American Scientific Affilia- 
tion, a Christian association of 
scientists who are committed to 
the infallibility of Scripture. 

Perhaps these valuable aspects 
have induced some reviewers to 
overlook Dr. Ramm’s inconsisten- 
cies. It should also be noted that in 
this, his fifth book, Dr. Ramm 
breaks new ground. It is the full- 
est statement of his own thinking 
which he has given. To the review- 
er it embodies a number of drastic 
departures from the standard of 
faithfulness to the Word of 
God. These departures are the 
more misleading because he does 
not always give them exact ex- 
pression. One of his methods in the 
continuity of thought is quotation: 
he quotes many authorities, for 
example evolutionists and Barth- 
jans, with whom he obviously does 
not completely agree but from 
whom he seems to find encourage- 
ment. He is plainly moving, mov- 
ing away from biblical standards, 
but he does not tell us with any 
theological precision just what 
point he has reached. 


Basic Principles 


Dr. Ramm’s departures from 
Scripture spring from the vague- 
ness of his basic apologetic princi- 
ples. There is no consistent recog- 
nition of the absolute authority of 
the Word of God over all truth, or 
of the subjection of our creaturely 
knowledge to the revelation of the 


birth to take away the scales from 
our eyes in scientific matters. He 
adopts no special system of Protes- 
tant theology but appeals to all. 
He can even appeal to Roman 
Catholicism in support of theistic 
evolution: “We find a group of 
among the 
Roman Catholics. None can doubt 
the orthodox rigidity and dog- 
matism of Roman Catholic theolo- 
gy. If theistic evolution is so anti- 
christian and so incompatible with 
Christian faith, we have the 
Strange situation that the most 
dogmatic version of the Christian 
faith is the most tolerant Church 
in all Christendom toward theistic 
evolution” (p. 282). To this we 
must give the obvious reply that 
Romanism is dogmatic in the 
‘wrong way. It is essentially con- 
cessive, and has already given over 
the battle because of its rejection 


and because of its confidence in 


the logical mind of the natural 


man as a Safe guide in everything 
but salvation. Dr. Ramm too rests 
his confidence in logic (p. 9), and 
seeks to provide a rationally co- 
herent harmony of science and 
theology. We judge, however, that 
a rational approach which leaves 
us with a low view of the scientific 
authority of the Bible and in the 
position of defending theistic evo- 
lution is actually a rationalistic 
apologetic. 


Two Authorities 

“We are to pay due respect to 
both science and Scripture,” says 
the author. ‘Neither adoration of 
one nor bigoted condemnation of 
the other is correct. We must be 
as ready to hear the voice of sci- 
ence as we are of Scripture on 
common matters” (p. 32). But if 
the Bible is God’s Word, and un- 
failingly true while the voice of 
science untailingly changes, should 
we not hear the voice of Scripture 
above the voice of science? We} 
fear that Dr. Ramm is actually 
dethroning the Bible as our abso- 
Jute authority in all its statements 
and putting science on a par with 
the Bible. He then has two author- 
ities, the divergencies of which he 
himself adjusts by reason. Here is 


We Disagree 


Herewith we publish a review 
of Dr. Bernard Ramm’s book, 
THE CHRISTIAN VIEW OF 
SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE, 
which is having a good deal of 
attention. We are sorry to dis- 
agree with very favorable re- 
views by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
in MOODY MONTHLY siast 
October, by Dr. Harold Ockenga 
in CHRISTIAN LIFE for May. 


There are fatal weaknesses, | 
concessions, appeasements, in 
the book, in our humble judg- 
ment. 


The article published here- 
with is taken from THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN GUARDIAN, which 
is the voice of orthodox Presby- 
terians. Dr. J. Gresham Machen 
was the editor in 1936 and 1937. 
The author of the article is a 
contributing editor. 

Later, God willing, the editor 
will review this book which is 
calculated, we think, to do 
harm. The term ‘a desperately 
bad book” is by our brother, 
Dr. Kuschke, and is, we think, 
at least in part borne out in 
the discerning review by_ this 
learned Presbyterian leader.—. 
The Editor. 


another quotation which gives fur- 
ther information on his view of 
Seriptural authority: “Hyperor- 
thodoxy does not believe its plat- 
form ‘to the hilt.’ It is willing to 
retain faith in the Bible no matter 
what the scientists say. But would 
they really believe the Bible if at 
every point the Bible and science 
conflicted? If the differences be- 
tween the sciences and the Bible 
were to grow to a very large num- 
ber and were of the most serious 
nature, it would be questionable if 
we could retain faith in Scripture. 
True, we may believe some of the 
Bible ‘in spite of’ science, but cer- 
tainly the situation would change 
if we believed all of the Bible in 
spite of science” (p. 29). Of course, 
Dr. Ramm has no expectation of 
such a development; the illustra- 
tion is far-fetched. At the same 
time this quotation seems fair 
proof that he does not take the 


authority of the Bible as-absolute:} 


The last sentenee quoted also im- 
plies that we might believe only 
that part of the Bible which agrees 
with science. 


On page 78 the orthodox Luth- 
eran theologian Francis Pieper is 
quoted as follows: “But remem- 
ber: when Scripture incidentally 
treats a scientific subject, it is al- 
ways right, let science say what it 
pleases; for pasa graphe theop- 
neustos.”’ This clear statement Dr. 
2amm repudiates: ‘Pieper is so 
strict in his view of inspiration 
that he makes no room for the cul- 
tural, and so makes too much of 
the cultural binding.” What Dr. 
Ramm means by “the cultural’ we} 
shall see in a moment, but we| 


must affirm that Pieper’s state- 
ment is sound. It is where we 
stand and where we wish Dr. 
Ramm stood; the pasa graphe 
theopneustos is the Greek of II 
Tim. 3:16. 


Biblical Statements About 
Science 


“The language of the Bible in 
reference to natural things,” says 
Dr. Ramm, “is popular, prescien- 
tific, and non-postulational. It is 
the terminology of the culture 
prevailing at the time the various 
books were written. It is a matter 
of the Spirit of God. speaking 
through these terms so that (1) 
the terms are not. themselves 
thereby made infallible science, 
and that (2) the theological con- 
tent is in no wise endangered” (p. 
76). To the reviewer’s mind this is 
the same as saying that when the 
3ible: treats a scientific subject in 
“cultural” terms it is not scien- 
tifically true but only theologically 
true —whatever that difference 
may mean to Dr. Ramm. He goes 
on to ask the question, “How do 
we tell what is cultural and what 
is transcultural?” (p. 77) and re- 
plies by referring to ‘a typical re- 
ligious liberal” who would “write 
off too much as cultural” and also 
to Francis Pieper, who “makes 
too much of the cultural binding.” 
He then attacks and quotes the 


admirable statement of Pieper giv- 
en above, and concludes: 
truth is somewhere between the 
two” (p. 78). We can only judge 
that Dr. Ramm is somewhere be- 
tween the liberal who writes off 
too much of the Bible as not scien- 
tifically true, and Pieper for whom 
the Scripture cannot be broken. 

Strangely enough, Dr. Ramm 
claims support from Charles 
Hodge. He thinks that Hodge, al- 
though he “‘believed in strict verb- 
al inspiration,” nevertheless made 
“concessions” (p. 119). Dr. Ramm 
says, to our surprise, “Even if 
there is a proof of error in matters 
of fact Hodge says it is of no con- 
sequence. A few grains of sand in 
the marble of the Parthenon, he 
argues, would not cause a man to 
deny that the Parthenon was made 
of marble; so, a few errors of mat- 
ters of fact. in the Bible is no 
grounds for denying the Bible’s in- 
spiration” .(p. 118). So says Dy. 
Ramm. But he-should read again 
the whole passage in Hodge to 
which he refers. Hodge does not 
for one instant admit the possibili- 
ty of error in the Bible; he is only 
engaged in showjng the inconsis- 
tency of those who talk about the 
“alleged discrepancies.” 


Neo-Orthodoxy 


Dr. Ramm goes on to compare 
his view with: Bultmann’s, and 
finds a similarity because like 
3ultmann he too has a “thesis as 
to how the eternal and temporal 
are located and the latter separat- 
ed away from the former’ (p. 
121). He then rejects the drastic 
view of Bultmann and agrees with 
Cullman (who is also neo-orthodox 
or “‘Barthian” but less extreme 
than Bultmann). He has a hich es- 
timate of Emil Brunner’s theology, 
saying that he “hopes that it might 
be the harbinger of a great revival 
of evangelical theology” (p. 319) 
and he thinks that “‘neo-orthodoxy 
takes creation, original sin, the 
fall and redemption seriously” al- 
though he admits that Brunner be- 
lieves “there was no _ historical 
Adam nor historical fall” and that 
Brunner “takes evolution as an 
established fact” (pp. 318f.). Then 
he concludes that in the first three 
chapters of Genesis the true inter- 
pretation of the origin and fall of 
man “will be somewhere in the 
territory between the literalness 
of Keyser and the symbolism of 
Brunner” (p. 322). 


Genesis I 
When. the first chapter of Gene- 


Sis is subjected to this rationalistic 


method, we find the Bible adjust- 
ed, with the result that conflicts 
with science or theistic evolution 
are precluded: “The main purpose 
of Genesis is theological and retig- 
ious.” It “was by no means de- 
signed to give instruction in re- 
gard to natural science” (pp. 
219f.). “We believe ... that crea- 
tion was revealed in six days, not 
performed in six days... The six 
days are pictorial-revelatory days 

. means of communicating to 
man the great fact that God is 
Creator, and that He is Creator of 
all’? (p. 222). By way of criticism 


“The | 


| 
| 


'Albertus Pieters 


of this view, we would say briefly 
that the grand and. simple lan- 
guage of Genesis 1 is true in every 
respect and for all “cultures.” It 
provides an infallible outline of the 
order and events. of creation. It re- 
veals a progfessive work of crea- 
tion, in a e@onnected sequence of 
events, accomplished in six con- 
secutive “‘days.” It may be impos- 
sible for us to explain all‘ the de- 
tails given us about those six days.:.|. 
but the biblical outline must stand 
or else we are tampering with 
Scripture. On the other hand there 
is considerable recent evidence 
from science, not introduced in Dr. 
Ramm’s book, which is in agree- 
ment with the biblical concept of 
the special creation of fixed 
“kinds.” 


Evolution 


Dr. Ramm says that he “is not a 
theistic evolutionist” but he also 
declares that there “is strong evi- 
dence that evolution is not meta- 
physically incompatible with Chris- 
tianity” because “orthodox think- 
ers (Protestants and Catholics) 
have affirmed that evolution, prop- 
erly defined, can be assimilated 


Against these dangers Dr. Rama 
has not faithfully guarded his 
readers or himself, 
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into Christianity” (pp. 292f.). 
These authorities he cites at some 
length, taking occasion to complain 
against Charles Hodge who “vic- 
liously attacked evolution as being 
atheistic” (p. 285). Among Prot- 
estants who aliowed for evolution 
he names Gray, Dana, Dawson, 
MecCosh, James Orr, A. H. Strong, 
and others. Dr. 
Russell Mixter, who is in the list, 
does not belong there; Dr. 
has misunderstood his terms. 
five witnesses, 
quotations, allow 
of the body. of man. Dr. Ramm 
himself says that evolution must 
not be allowed “to completely ani- 
malize man” (p. 280). We note the 
word “‘completely.”” We could wish 
that -Dr. Ramm had declared that 
it is a reproach against the living 
(;od to say that he did not create 
the body of man, as a direct crea- 
tion discontinuous with previously 
existing animal life. Genesis 2:7, 
even alone, is conclusive proof that 
it was by means of the divine in- 
breathing that man became 
only man, but alive. The words ‘‘a 
living soul’ (nephesh hayah) are 
the same words used in Genesis ] 
of living creatures. They indicate 
here that the animate life of man 
was created at the very moment 
he became man, and not before. 
“There are limits beyond which 
the theory of evolution may not be 
pushed” (p. 273); nevertheless Dr. 
Ramm is zealous that it not be 
ruled out. He defends it by refer- 
ence to Christians who were evolu- 
tionists: ‘“‘We have given evidence 
to show that men whose 
orthodoxy is unimpeachable have 
accepted some form of theistic 
evolution or at least were tolerant 
toward evolution theistically con- 
ceived. We indicated that within 
the strict orthodoxy of the Roman 


according to his 
for the evolution 


matic edifice evolution is not con- 
demned” (pp. 347 f.). The fallacy 
of such appeals must be self-evi- 
dent. It is possible for a Christian 
to take a flatly anti-Christian 
position on an essential point of 
doctrine; in fact this happens fre- 
quently when large sectors of the 
church are in the process of suc- 
cumbing slowly to some great and 
popular error. This is happening 
today with men who are adapting 
themselves to Barthianism, it hap- 
pened a generation ago when many 
Christians failed to see the errors 
of modernism, and it happened 
earlier when most of Dr. Ramm’s 
authorities were giving way to evo- 
lution. And as for the “strict 
orthodoxy” of Rome, does not Dr. 
Ramm know that from the stand- 
point of Scripture it is wretchedly 
weak and impoverished theology? 

Much of Catholic doctrine is drawn 


|partly from human’ reason and 


partly from Scripture, and that }s 
true also of- theistic evolution. 
All things considered, this is a 
desperately bad book, the more so 
because it contains many good 
things which lend plausibility to 
the whole. The author seems to 
feel that he‘is defending the cause 
of true Christianity. If so he has 
defeated his purpose. He has 
abandoned to the enemy such es- 
sential lines of defense as the abso- 
lute authority of the Bible and 
the full doctrine of creation. 
Christian view of science 


read this book will not be drawn| 


into evolution and neo-or thodoxy. | 
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Bible is not thereby advanced but, 
impaired. We trust that.those who | 
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The 
lowship is preparing to launch a 
great radio ministry—the BROAD- 
CASTING OF THE GOSPEL TO 
ISRAEL, Europe, Asia and North 


American Messianic Fel- 


Africa, over “The Voice of Tan- 
gier,” Station WTAN, and your 
help is needed. WTAN is now 
reaching millions of Jews in Eur- 
ope, but in nine months A.M.F. 
plans to have the message of lile 
beamed to Israel. The present 
2,500 watt station is to be in- 
creased to 10,000 watts, making 
it possible for the more than 42 
million owners of short wave seis 
to receive the message of life. 


HOW YOUR GIFTS WILL HELP... 


To reach all of Israel clearly 
with the message, increased 
power is needed. “An initial fund 
of $10,000 will enable us to help 
make available greatly needed 
équipment that may be secured 
NOW at a fraction of the normal 
cost,” ... it will enable us to 
prepare transcriptions in Hebrew, } 
Yiddish and English, and begin 
within two months to broadcast 
the Gospel to the Jews in Europe, 
while the power increase is he- 
ing efiected. 
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Increase power of Station WTAN 
@ means 50% more coverage. 


© means 42 million short wave sets 
in Europe, North Africa and Israel 
will have the opportunity to hear 
the Gospel message in Hebrew, 

©@ means initial cost for A.M.F. is 
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nel for live broadcasts in Hebrew 
and English, 


Send your gifts today or write for in- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 10, 1955. 


. » » Intolerance Among $. Baptists 


(Continued from page 1) 


come bulletins to promote “our 
work.” Editors know _ perfectly 
well that they cannot speak out 
against any abuses that may arise 
in any institution supported by 
the denomination, unless. they 
want to jeopardize their job. Many 
of the. great old Baptists with 
their staunch convictions have 
died off; and have been replaced 
with younger men, some of whom 
have been touched with modern 
liberalism. The programs of the 
churches have been made out by 
‘the leaders” of the denomination 
and have been handed down. The 
“Co-operative Program” of South- 
ern Baptists has become to many 
a church and pastor a holy thing 
that claims a greater loyalty than 
do the doctrines of the Bible. A 
church or pastor can be badly 
tinctured with modernism and can 
remain in perfect fellowship but 
if they deviate from the “whole 
program” they are looked upon 
with suspicion and disfavor. 


How do I know this? I know 
it by personal experience. My own 
_ long ministry with one church has 
rung true to historic Baptist con- 
, Victions, and the ministry of my 
church has done the same. We 
are not interdenominationalists— 
we are Baptists. But we have not 
felt that the church should be a 
sort of “chain store unit” of the 
denomination. We have felt free 
to give to the denominational 
causes that we believe in and to 
withhold gifts from any that we 
do not believe in. Our church is 
organized much more simply than 
the average, and we use the Bible 
as our sole text book in Sunday 
School. : 


When we made some changes in 
the interest of our work, this was 
immediately met with hostility on 
the part of some pastors, and some 
even went so far as to go to the 

‘radio station and attempt to put 
- us off the air—not because I was 
doing objectionable preaching, but 
because I was becoming ‘“‘off color’”’ 
in using the Bible instead of “lit- 
erature,” and because we didn’t 
| have all of the “auxiliaries.” They 
+ didn’t succeed, and every pastor 
-Gnvolved has long since died or 
moved away. But down through 
the years we have been the vic- 
tims of all sorts of false propagan- 
da due solely to the fact that we 
run our work a bit differently and 
do not send all our funds undesig- 
nated to the Co-operative Pro- 
gram. 


The Lord has so blessed our 
‘work that we haven't felt too 
badly about personal misrepre- 
sentation. The thing that disturbs 
me is the growing: ecclesiasticism 
among Southern Baptists, coupled 
with a spirit of intolerance. It 
grieves me as few things, for I 
can see modernism coming in to 
ruin us as it has ruined Northern 
Baptists. Churches and pastors 
can get so in the clutches of a 
denominational system that they 
dare not protest against modern- 
ism, where leading men and insti- 
tutions are concerned. 


The Real Test 


Pastors and churches should be 
evaluated in accordance with their 
trueness to Christ and His Word 
and their usefulness to Him in the 
promoting of His cause in the 
world. Instead of this, a man or 
a church can have the evident 
blessing of God, can be doing a 
mighty work for the Lord, but if 
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they deviate to any degree from 
the Program devised by the lead- 
ers of the denomination, they are 
often attacked and effort is made 
to injure them. Two recent illus- 
trations come to mind. 


CASE OF LEE ROBERSON 


The outstanding pastor and 
church of all the Southern Baptist 
Convention is easily Lee Roberson 
and the Highland Park Baptist 
Church of Chattanooga. The 
church has within a few years 
grown to a membership of more 
than twelve thousand. It leads the 
Convention in the number of souls 
won to Christ. It runs a college 
and seminary as large as some de- 
nominational schools. It fosters 
the largest mission work that we 
have ever known any one church 
to foster. The pastor is a man of 
untiring devotion—a humble yet 
powerful preacher, with never a 
false ring to his ministry. Surely 
pastor and church should have the 
love and admiration of all who 
love our Lord. I always think of 
this great man of God and his 
noble church with thanksgiving, 
while at the same time I am hum- 
bled as I am made to realize how 
little my church and I are doing 
in comparison. Therefore I was 
astonished when I saw a deroga- 
tory statement concerning Dr. 
Roberson, his church and Temple 
College, that has been drawn up 
by the association with which the 
church is affiliated. This lengthy 
statement, meant to be damaging, 
was avidly seized by the denomina- 
tional press and published. 

Anything. wrong with Lee Rob- 
erson as to preaching or charac- 
ter? No. Anything wrong with the 
church that baptizes more people 
than any other church of the_con- 
vention? No. Anything wrong with 
the college? 

Well, they did say that it was 
not “accredited!” Nothing wrong 
with church or pastor EXCEPT 
the fact that they make their own 
program and do not render com- 
plete obedience to a program 
handed down from ‘“headquar- 
ters.’’ Does God have any program 
save THE Co-operative Program 
of the denomination? We believe 
that He is in the great program of 
the Highland Park Baptist 
Church, and if so, it is a wicked 
thing to try to harm it. The draw- 
ing up of that derogatory state- 
ment and the spreading of it 
abroad in an attempt to harm a 
great church and school and 


preacher is the rankest_intol- 
erance. 
I had planned to send my 


daughter to a denominational col- 
lege, but when Mrs. Mason visit- 
ed the school and noted the world- 
ly atmosphere of the place, I 
changed my mind and sent her to 
Temple College, and I thank the 
Lord that I did, for the- school is 
entirely satisfactory. The moral 
and spiritual life of my daughter 
is more important to me than 
a denominational label on an in- 
stitution. 


CASE OF CHARLES FULLER 


Another illustration of intoler- 
ance was a recent editorial in one 
‘of our Southern Baptist state pa- 
pers. It was really an attack on 
another great man of God, Charles 
Fuller. Charles Fuller is a South- 
ern Baptist and he preaches to 
more people perhaps than any 
preacher on earth. God has bless- 
ed him and set His seal upon him. 
He has made Christ known to mil- 
lions. Now along comes one of our 
state papers seeking to do his 
work harm, in the fear that some 
funds might find their way to him 
instead of into the denominational 
coffers. The voice of. intolerance 
once more—and against a fellow 
Baptist. Why. attack the pastor 
wha baptizes more people than 
any pastor among Baptists? Why 
attack the evangelist who preach- 
es the Gospel of grace to more 
people than any man on earth? 
Instead, we ought to be proud of 
both of them! 


Strange! 

Now here comes the strange 
thing! 

Right on the heels of this public 
condemnation =in the denomina- 
tional press of two men of un- 
doubted devotion to Christ, there 
comes an announcement in the 
“Review and Expositor’ of. the 
Spring Conference to be held at 


Jesus Coming to Earth Again 


(Continued from page 2) 


on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory. O death, 
where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory? The sting 
of death is sin; and the strength 
of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, un- 
moveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord.” 

Don’t overlook: 


5. The Rapture 


“Then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up to- 
gether with ‘them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and 
so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:17). 
Every Christfan on the earth will 
hear the commanding shout and 
will rise up to meet Him. The 
saved will be taken away before 
the Great Tribulation overtakes 
a godless world. The unsaved will 
be left on earth to go through 
that awful period. Whether one 
has been saved a long or a short 
time, every Christian will be 
caught up. The living Christians 
and the dead Christians shall be 
caught up together and taken 
away. 

Philip was caught away in the 
Book of Acts: 

“And when they were come up 
out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord caught away Philip, 
that the eunuch saw him no 
more: and he went his way re- 
joicing” (Acts 8:39). 

This rapture of the living Chris- 
tians will be simultaneous with 


Southern Seminary March the 8th 
through the 12th. One of,;the lec- 
turers is to be Dr. Robert J. Mc- 
Cracken, pastor of Riverside 
Church in New York and SUC- 
CESSOR TO THE NOTORIOUS 
HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK. 
Has the Baptist press had any- 
thing to say against that? If so, 
I haven’t seen it. 

I spent several years in South- 
ern Seminary as a student and 
graduated from the school. I love 
the old school and it grieves me to 
know that they have invited the 
successor of one of the most dan- 
gerous infidels the nation has ever 
had to lecture to the students. 
That speaks volumes concerning 
the theological position of those in 
leadership at the Seminary. 

Think of the contrast! A great 
soul-winning church and_ pastor 
are inveighed against because they 
dare go beyond and outside the de- 
nominational program. 

The Riverside Church contemp- 
tuously discards the name Baptist, 
casts aside the ordinance of bap- 
tism, goes for years under the 
leadership of a man who denied 
the virgin birth and blood atone- 
ment of our Lord. Then without 
changing their position, they call 
another man upon retirement of 
the infidel, and that successor is 
invited to come and lecture in 
our oldest seminary! 


The Road to Ruin 


The repudiation of men who are 
true to Christ and His Word, and 
the glorification of modernists by 


something I cah’t understand, but 
it is something I grieve to see, 
and it is something which, if not 
checked, will lead to the ruin.of 
the 


we are having various smaller 
groups of Baptists spring up. We 
have. Associated Baptists and 
Bible Baptists and Conservative 
Baptists and Fellowship Baptists, 


number of Baptist churches are 
declaring themselves wholly in- 
dependent. This schismatic condi- 
tion, which is becoming worse, 
has grown out of the intolerance 
of which I have been speaking, 
coupled wich friendliness toward 
modernism and ecumenicalism. 

If Southern Baptists are wise 
they will cease intolerance toward 
those who do not conform to every 
jot and tittle of man-made pro- 
grams, and they will become less 
tolerant of those who deny the 
very Lord who bought us with 
His blood. 

(From BAPTIST BIBLE TRIBUNE, Fri- 


/ day, April 1, 1955). 


and this mortal shall have put. 


Southern Baptists in leadership is |: 


largest body of evangelical | *® 
Christians in the world. Already S. 


and other groups, while a growing}. 


the resurrection of the righteous 
dead. Paul is particular to say 
that “we who are alive,” we who 
are left unto the coming of the 
Lord, shall in no wise precede 
them that are fallen asleep. These 
“fallen asleep” are the dead 
Christians who are raised in the 
first resurrection. Both will be 
translated together—and will meet 
the descending Lord in the air. 
The rapture of the living Chris- 
tians will be preceded by a 
“change” in their condition. ‘“Be- 
hold, I shew you a mystery; We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed” (I Corinthians 15: 
51). It will be a change from cor- 
ruption to incorruption. “For this 
corruptible must put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal must put 
on immortality’ (I Corinthians 
15:53). And all this will take 
place “in a moment, in the twin- 
kling of an eye, at the last trump.” 

After the Rapture, there will 
be: 


6. The Reunion 


We shall be caught up together. 
Together! That is just another 
way of spelling re-uwnion. If we are 
not to be re-united to our redeem- 
ed loved ones—those whom we 
have loved and lost—then for what 
purpose is this Scripture? When, 
would there be any comfort? 
When would there be any consola- 
tion? This epistle was written 
that Christians sorrow not. as 
those who have no hope. 


As Jacob saw Joseph and was 
with him after twenty years, so 
shall we be re-united with our 
redeemed loved ones. As Naomi 
was known when she went home 
again from the land of Moab, 
so shall we be known in the re- 
union at Christ’s coming again. 

We read in the first book of the 
Bible: 

“Abraham died and was. gather- 
ed to his people’; ~ 

“Isaac died and was gathered 
to his people”; 

“Jacob died and was gathered 
to his people.” 

“He died in a good old age and 
was gathered to his people and 
they buried him.” 

What people? Their friends, 
their comrades, their old compan- 
ions. 

“Gathered unto his people’ can 
hardly mean burial with his 
people, for the burial is mentioned 
after it. It comes between the dy- 
ing and the burial. And we note 
that when the time of Moses’ 
death had come this phrase is 
solemnly used: “The Lord said 
unto him, Get thee up into the 
mountain and die in the mount, 
and be gathered to thy people!’ 

Now, Miriam was already buried 


in the distant desert. Aaron’s 
body lay on the slopes of Mount 
Hor. The little mother who made 
the ark of bulrushes long ago 
found a grave in the brick 
of Egypt. 

Do the words teach that Moses 
came back to his people in this 
life all unseen when he was “gath- 
ered to his people’? Did the ex- 
pression mean and does it mean 
that he came back to Miriam’s 
body in the desert and to Aaron’s 
body asleep on Mount Hor and 
that he lay down again by the 
side of the little mother in the 
brick fields of Egypt? No—never, 
Since he was to die and then, 
after dying, be “gathered to his 
people,” it means that into the 
glory whence they had gone, he 
was to see them and be with them 
once again, and know them. 

Then, without doubt, there will 
be: 


7. The Recognition 

“So shall we be forever with 
the Lord.” At the second advent 
of the Lord Jesus, there will be 
a glorious reunion of the redeem- 
ed—a reunion made wonderful by 
recognition. 

In all lands, in all ages, under 
all forms of religion, the fact of 
recognition in the future world — 
is received. Is it God implanted? 
Then it is rightfully implanted. 

Cicero who lived before Christ’s 
day said: “Oh, glorious day when 
I shall retire from this low and 
sordid scene to associate with the 
divine assemblage of departed 
spirits . . . with my dear Cato, 
the best of sons and the most 
faithful of men. It was my sad 
fate to lay his body on the fun- 
eral pile. If I seemed to bear his 
death with fortitude it was by no 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Jesus Coming to Earth Again 


(Continued from page 6) 


means because I did not feel sen-. 


sibly the loss I had sustained. It 
was because I was supported by 
the consoling reflection that we 
should not be long separated.” 


Homer, great man _-to the 
Greeks, tells us Ulysses meeting 
his mother in the spirit world and 
recognizing her. Virgil represents 
Aeneas as meeting with his friends 
over there and talking with them. 
Socrates was nerved to drink the 
hemlock because of the thought of 
meeting the friends who had gone 
before. 


Notice David. There is a sick 
child in the house of David the 
king. He sits weeping in the deep 
shadows. He does not eat; his 
hunger has been swallowed up in 
grief too deep for words. He can- 
not sleep. Nature’s great balm 
that’“knits up the raveled sleeve 
“of care’ has fled from his eyes. 
David lies prostrate on his face, 
until the palace seems a house of 
many dirges, a house of gloom. 
What are all these courtly attend- 
ants when none of them can cool 
the fever fires in the body of the 
child? What are victorious armies 
when all the soldiers in his king- 
dom cannot make one little flut- 
tering heart grow stronger? What 
are conquered provinces when all 
the revenue cannot buy away the 
grim figure of death from the bed- 
side of the babe that is sick unto 
death? 


A week passes by, dragging its | 


weary length along. Then there 
is a great silence in the house. 
The shutters are closed. People 
talk in whispers and walk on tip- 
toe. Then in that great house two 
little eyelids are gently closed; 
two little hands are folded over 
a little bosom that heaves not a 
sigh; two little feet are at rest; 
one little heart is forever still. 

Then the servants, hushed, awed 
and hesitant, come to speak the 
sad tidings to David, the king. But 
they can not make up their minds 
to tell him—and at the door they 
stand, whispering. David hears 
them and, looking up, asks: “Is 
the child dead?” ‘Yes, he is dead!” 
David rises, washes himself, puts 
on new apparel, and sits down to 
eat. 

What power hushed that temp- 
est? What strength has lifted up 
that king whom grief had de- 
throned? What lifted him from the 
ashes and gave him the oil of joy 
for mourning? It was the thought 
that he would come again into 
the possession of his child. No 
grave diggers could hide him. The 
wintry blasts of death could not 
put out that bright light. In that 
fair city where the hoofs of the 
pale horse never strike the pave- 
ment, he would clasp his lost 
treasure. So David wipes the 
tears, chokes back his grief and 
exclaims: “I shall go to him.” 
What, let us ask, would it mean 
to David to go to his child if he 
did not know him? 

This meeting of redeemed loved 
ones and friends is one of the 
many glorious hopes of the resur- 
rection at the return of the Lord. 
We shall know those who have 
gone before. This is the glorious 
hope of the resurrection at the 
return of the Lord. 

“For we know in part, and 

we prophesy in part... . 

For now we see through a 

glass, darkly; but then face to 

face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also 

Iam known” (I Corinthians 13: 

uw. Ee), 

“Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet ap- 
pear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him; for 
we shall see him as he is. And 
every man that hath this hope 
in him purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure” (I John 3:2-3). 

It is not strange that the 
Apostle said, “Comfort ye one 
another with these words.” Surely 
it is most comforting. And the 
comfort is a fountain in which and 
at which there is no drouth. 

Let us give thought to the: 


8. Reign of Jesus on Earth 


This is no incident nor accident, 
but the purpose of God. This king- 
dom, ordained from the beginning, 
is no post-creation after-thought 
of God but a pre-creation thought 
in His mind from all eternity. 

Ordained from the beginning, 


this reign of Jesus’on this earth 
is the green, flower-scented oasis 
in the desert of Time. Purposed of 
God, this kingdom reign of Christ 


is not Heaven—as some seem to} 


think. But is not Heaven the cul- 
mination of Time? Is Heaven not 
beyond the kingdom—when Time 
is nO more? When the judgment 
of the Great White Throne is 
passed and the eternal ages have 
been flung open. That, as Dr. Len 
G. Broughton’ wisely says, is 
Heaven. “And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end 
come” (Matthew 24:14). 
Hear the prophet Zechariah: 
“And his feet shall stand in 

that day upon the mount of Ol- 

ives, which is before Jerusalem 

on the east, and the mount of 

Olives shall cleave in the midst 

thereof toward the east and 

toward the west, and there 
shall be a very great valley; 
and half of the mountain shall 
remove toward the north, and 
half of it toward the south. 
And ye shall flee to the valley 
of the mountains; for the valley 
of the mountains shall reach 
unto Azal: yea, ye shall’ flee, 
like as ye fled from before the 
earthquake in the days of Uz- 
ziah king of Judah; and the 

Lord my God shall come; and 

all the saints with thee” (Zech- 

ariah 14:4-5). 

This refers to the earthly king- 
dom. Thus shall the King come— 
and men shall see Him. And not 
Him only but all the vast domain 
of His kingdom. The Devil shall 
be chained and sealed in a pit to 
deceive the nations no more until 
the thousand years are past. 

The kingdoms of the earth, now 
glaring at each other’ across 
chasms of suspicion and ill will, 
shall learn war no more—shall be 
held together by Jesus Christ, 
who shall reign in all the affairs 
of the earth—and we shall have 
a new earth. This is the Word of 
God who says “I make all things 
new.” Jesus shall come and set 
His face against the powers of 
darkness to reign over the united 
kingdoms of earth. 

This kingly administration of 
Jesus will be personal, and not 
just spiritual. 

Dr. Len G. Broughton says: 

Language cannot be made any 

plainer than that which is used 
descriptive of Christ’s second 
coming and the establishment 
of His kingdom. If His second 
coming is spiritual, and the 
kingdom which He is coming to 
establish is likewise spiritual, 
then the same law of interpre- 
tation will make His first com- 
ing spiritual. Oh, what a cala- 
mity this would be! It would rob 
the manger of its poetry and pa- 
thos. It would stop the song 
of the angel chorus on the 
morning of His birth. It would 
annul the matchless teaching, 
by precept and example, of our 
blessed Lord. It would climb 
the slopes of Calvary and hide 
away the blood of the covenant. 
It would pass over as a myth 
the story of the sepulchre, and 
frown with scorn upon _ the 
glories of Olivet. If the second 
coming of Jesus is spiritual the 
sublimest picture contained in 
the gallery of inspired truth is 
destroyed, that picture of the 
disciples assembled together on 
the day of His ascension when 
the invisible chariot of God, let 
down from Heaven, caught up 
the Saviour, and bore Him 
away to His far away home in 
the glory. 

When Jesus comes, the pattern 
prayer of the saints, “Thy king- 
dom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven,” will be 
heard. Jesus, the rejected, will 
seize the reigns of government and 
rule in beneficent power and vic- 
tory. 

After the rapture of the living 
Christians and the resurrection 
of the dead Christians—all of 
whom shall be given glorified bod- 
ies as they are caught up to- 
gether to meet the Lord in the air 
—the unrighteous dead and the 
unrighteous living are left. The 
unrighteous dead shall sleep on 
in their graves until the thousand 
years of the reign of Christ is past. 

Immediately following the rap- 
ture of the saints at the first is 


the period of THE great tribula- 


tion. The Devil is in absolute con- 
trol. The Holy Spirit’s day has 
passed, Christ has not yet come 
to earth. He is in the clouds with 
His saints from whence they. enter 
into Heaven. This is followed by 
the “judgment-seat-of-C hris t” 
judgment, where rewards are 
given and ranks assigned. 

But on the earth is not only the 
absence of the Holy Spirit, but 
the presence of the Devil. 

“Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, 
and ye that dwell in them. Woe 
to the inhabiters of the earth 
and of the sea! for the devil is 
come down unto you, having 
great wrath, because he know- 
eth that he hath but a short 
time” (Revelation 12:12). 
The Devil was first cast out of 

the Mount of God: 

“By the multitude of thy mer- 
chandise they have filled the 
midst of theé with violence, 
and thou hast sinned: therefore 
I will cast thee as profane out 
of the mountain of God: and I 
will destroy thee, O covering 
cherub, from the midst of the 
stones of fire” (Ezekiel 28:16). 
The Devil was next cast out into 

the air: 

“Wherein in time past ye 
walked according to the course 
of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, 
the spirit that now worketh in 
the children. of disobedience’”’ 
(Ephesians 2:2). 

When Jesus comes “in the air,” 
the Devil is cast down to the 
earth. “Inhabiters of the earth, 
the Devil is come down to you.” 
And, because of the Devil having 
power and great wrath, utterly 
unopposed, knowing his time is 
short, will rule with a high hand. 

Describing this terrible tribula- 
tion, John writes in the Revela- 
tion: 

‘“‘And in those days shall men 
seek death, and shall not find 
it; and shall desire to die, and 
death shall flee from them” 
(Revelation 9:6). 

And concerning those days, Mat- 
thew writes: 


“For then shall be great trib- 
ulation, such aS was not since 
the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
And except those days should be 
shortened, there should no flesh 
be saved: but for the elect’s 
sake those days shall be short- 
ened” (Matthew 24:21-22). 


This tribulation will make the 
worst famine seem as a feast, the 
world’s worst wars seem as chil- 
dren’s parties. But when Christ 
and His bride are united in the 
air then Christ will come to earth 
and the Devil be cast into the bot- 
tomless pit. 


Here he must stay for one thou- 
sand years. 


“And I saw an angel come 
down from heaven, having the 
key of the bottomless pit and a 
ereat chain in his hand. And he 
laid hold on the dragon, that old 
serpent, which is the Devil, and 
Satan, and bound him a thou- 
sand.years, and cast him into 
the bottomless pit, and shut 
him up, and set a seal upon 
him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, till the thou- 
sand years should be fulfilled: 
and after that he must be loos- 
ed a little season. And I saw 
thrones, and they sat upon 
them: and I saw the souls of 
them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus, and’ for 
the word of God, and which 
had not worshipped the beast, 
neither his image, neither had 
received his mark upon their 
foreheads, or in their hands; 
and they lived and reigned with 
Christ a thousand years. But 
the rest of the dead lived not 
again until the thousand years 
were finished. This is the first 
resurrection, Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection: on such. the 
second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a_ thousand 
(Revelation 20:1-6). 


Since the millennium is to be a 
time of righteousness and peace, it 
is absolutely necessary that Satan 
be removed from the earth. How 
can you have a golden age with- 
out getting rid of the Devil? 
Satan, too strong to be overcome 
by any human power, will be 
locked up by the Omnipotent 
Christ. 


The arrest of Satan before the 
millennium! Thus the most not- 


years” 


able arrest the universe have ever 
known is here described. An angel 


‘makes the arrest. The earth could 


enjoy no rest with Satan unbound. 
For one thousand years, “‘that old 
serpent which is the devil and 
Satan,” will remain in the prison 
of the pit. Satan’s freedom has 
filled the earth with disease, death, 
decay, destruction, sin, sorrow, 
suffering, pain, pang, groan, moan, 
tears, tragedy, dying, sighing, cry- 
ing, war. But during his confine- 
ment, the earth will enjoy a Sab- 
bath of rest: A thousand years of 
peace in a Satanless world! Think 
of it—and rejoice! 

Jesus brings His bride back to 
the earth and will not allow Satan 
to roam the earth. Then will come 
the bridal party to the “new 
earth.” 

“And the Lord shall be king 
over all the earth: in that day 
shall there be one Lord, and 
his name one” (Zechariah 14: 
9). 


“His eyes were as a flame of 
fire, and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name 
written, that no man knew, 
but he himself ... And out 
of his mouth goeth a _ sharp 
sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and 
he shall rule them with a rod 
of iron: and he treadeth the 


winepress of the fierceness and | 


wrath of Almighty God. And he 
hath on his vesture and on his 
thigh a name written, KING 
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS” (Revelation 19: 12, 15- 
16). 


Satan is silenced. This is what 
we call the millennium. 

It is the answer to the prayer of 
Christ, which was given as our 
pattern: “Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, on earth as_ in 
heaven.” This could never occur 
until Satan is out of the way. 

With Satan bound, Christ shall 
sit upon His throne—and rule. 

“And speak unto him, saying, 
Thus speaketh the Lorp of hosts, 
saying, Behold the man whose 
name is The BRANCH; and he 
shall grow up out of his place, 
and he shall build the temple 
of the LorD: even he shall build 
the temple of the LorpD; and he 


shall bear the glory, and shall | # 


sit and rule upon his throne; 
and he shall be a priest upon 


his throne; and the counsel of pce 


peace shall be between them 
both” (Zechariah 6:12-13). 

“And the LorpD shall be king 
over all the earth: in that day 
shall there be one LORD, and his 
name one” (Zechariah 14:9). 

“Then the moon shall be con- 
founded, and the sun ashamed, 
when the Lorp of hosts shall 
reign in mount Zion, and in 
Jerusalem, and before his an- 
cients gloriously” (Isaiah 24: 
23), 

“And I will eit off the char- 
iot from Ephraim, and the horse 
from Jerusalem, and the battle 
bow shall be cut off: and she 
shall speak peace unto the 
heathen: and his dominion shall 
be from sea even to sea, and 
from the river even to the ends 
of the earth” (Zechariah 9:10). 


“Yea, all kings shall fall down 
before him: all nations shall 
serve him” (Psalm 72:11). 

“T saw in the night visions, 
and, behold, one like the Son of 
man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to _ the 
Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. 
And there was given him do- 
minion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, should serve 
him: his dominion is an ever- 
lasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroy- 
ed. And the kingdom and domin- 
ion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole heav- 
en, shall be given to the people 
of the saints of the most High, 
whose kingdom is an everlast- 
ing kingdom, and all dominions 
shall serve and obey him” 
(Daniel 7:13-14, 27). 


“He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the High- 
est: and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his fath- 
er David: And he shall reign 
over the house of Jacob for 
ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end’ (Luke 1:32- 
33). 

“Therefore being a prophet, 
and knowing that God _ had 


sworn with an oath to him, that | 


filled, then the Word of God 
false. But they shall be kept-God's 
Word is true. 


of the fruit of his loins, accord~ 
ing to the flesh, he would raise 
up Christ to sit on his throne” 
(Acts 2:30). 

If those promises are not fulx 
is 


During the 


will prevail withe 

“Behold, the days come, saitl 
the Lorp, that I will raise unte 
David a righteous Branch, an@ 
a King shall reign and prosper, 
and shal] execute judgment and® 
justice in the earth” Jeremialty 
23:5). 

“Behold, a king shall reign iw- 
righteousness, and princes shais 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Dedication 


NR PRR 


or Preachers and 
Christian Workers 


The Preacher and His Preaching 
by W. B. Riley. Here is a book about preachers 
and preaching from the pen of a man who pas: 
tored one of America’s leading churches for nearly 
half a century. Out of this wealth of experience 
pastoring the First Baptist Church of Minneapolis, 
Dr. Riley sets forth sane, scriptural advice for 
everyone who desires to preach more effectively. 

The author deals with the man who desires to 
give God's message, his duties, his qualifications, 
his ethics and his chances of success. Then he 
masterly sets forth helps concerning the message, 
the various forms of sermons, how to construct a 
sermon, how to deliver a sermon, the use of ser- 
mon illustrations and the use of alliteration. Many 
other things of importance are considered in the 
14 chapters of this “book. Sturdily bound, stamped 
in red, 146 pages, only —_.____- ‘$2.00 


The Ruin of a Christian by John R. 


Rice. Twelve striking sermons which are bound 
to produce conviction and dedication! The mes- 
sages in this book delve deep into the heart of the 
sins of the spirit which keep the servants of the 
Saviour from doing their best for Him. 

In addition to the title message, the following 
sermons are found in this book: “Lukewarmness— 
The Sin That Makes God Vomit,” “God's Slaughter 
Crew.” “The Curse of Hidden Sins,” “The Sin of 
Lying,” “Break Up Your Fallow Ground, and Sow 
Not Among Thorns’,” “The Seven-Fold Sin of Those 
Who Do Not Win Souls,” “‘Speak Not Evil One 
of Another, Brethren’,” “Judge Not!” “‘Be Ye Not 
Unequally Yoked Together With Unbelievers’,” 
“Washing Dirty Feet,” and “A New Start.” 253 
pages, hard binding, illustrated jacket, only 


$2.50 


What It Costs to Be a Good Christian by John R, Rice. No congregation will rise higher 


than its preacher! Unless the man in the pulpit determines to pay the price of all-out discipleship he can- 
not expect his people to accomplish much in terms ofsacrifice and success. 

This book of 223 large pages is a burning challenge which will surely constrain every worker who 
reads it with a soul-winning compassion to leave all and take his stand outside the gate with Jesus. Like 
David, they will determine not to offer sacrifice to their God of that which costs them nothing. 

Chapter titles are, “What It Costs to Be a Good Christian,” “Outside the Gate With Jesus,” “Leav- 
ing-?ti-for Jesus,” “Home Sweet Home,” “What the Bible Is to a Christian,” “What the Christian Should 
Do With His Bible,” and “David and Bathsheba.” Beautifully bound in light green Mactex, attractive 


jacket, only 


The Bible: Its Christ and Modernism by T. J]. McCrossan. Dr. Robert G. Lee commented of 
this volume, “With keen and discerning eyes the author has seen ithe evil and error of modernism and 
with mighty pen he has arraigned it and found it guilty before the judgment seat of truth. This book is 
as a great light housé té-warnr“th® wnwaryeHe..writes—as_the.Christ.who wielded the scourge in the tem- 
ple. He writes with the wisdom that stands up against all gain-saying. This is a great book—a river, not 
a rill—an ocecn, not a pond.” 
The six main divisions of this book are: (1) Reasons why we know the Bible is inspired of God. (2) 
Reasons why Christ is our greatest, final authority on every subject with which He dealt and the source 
of His teaching, (3) Six great teachings of our Lord which Modernists deny, (4) Five chief reasons why 
Modernisis dare to criticize the Bible, (5) How the Bible estimates Modernists and how Christians should 


treat them, (6) Words of Advice! 
This new printing is bound in sturdy white kivar, printed in dark green, a large book of 215 pages, 


only 


Twelve Tremendous Themes 


by John R. Rice. Moody Monthly wrote of this vol- 
ume: “This book, from the prolific mind of a be- 
loved author, deals with twelve basic subjects, 
such as the inspiration of Scripture, the malady 
of sin, the message of the Gospel, the security of 
the soul abiding in Christ, the eternity of punish- 
ment for the finally impenitent, etc. We expect 
from the author a sound and, at the same time, 
a gripping presentation of these subjects, and we 
are not disappointed ... we heartily commend 
the book...” 

A doctrinal book, but by no means dry, this 
treatise of 12 chapters on 249 big pages comes 
with hard binding in an attractive jacket. Only 


-- $2.50 


Is Jesus God? by John R. Rice. Here the 


preacher will find Bible teaching, arguments, illus- 
trations to strengthen many a sermon. Here the 
student will find the answers that will confound 
many infidel professors. Here troubled souls will 
find help on the burdensome problem of what to 
do about modernism in their churches or denomi- 
nations. By all means get this book for pastor, 
for student, for doubting souls and unbelievers. 
This book, we believe, will save hundreds of min- 
isters from the illogical, sinful ignorance which is 
modernism. See that they read it! 


The money invested in this book will be repaid 
manifold. 207 pages in large type, blue cloth 


Defense 


binding, stamped in gold, only 


$2.00 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 


Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Friends: 
Enclosed you will find 
Also included is 5% of the total price to help with postage and handling charges (minimum 15c). 


The Power of Pentecost or The Fullness of the Spirit by John R. Rice. Billy Graham called this 
book “the best coverage of the Holy Spirit I have ever read.” 

There are 15 stirring chapters in this manuel: “The Lost Secret—Power,” “The Unusual Work of the 
Holy Spirit,” “Jesus, Filled With the Holy Ghost,” “Misunderstood Pentecost,” “Spirit-Filled Means Em- 
powered Witnessing.” “Bible Terminology for the Power of Pentecost.” “The Fullness of the Holy Spirit 
and the Ministry Gifts in Old Testament and New.” “Speaking With Tongues,” “The Power of Pentecost 
for Every Christian,” “How to Be Filled With the Holy Spirit: Whole-hearted Obedience to Christ's Soul- 
Winning Command,” “Prayer—A Condition of Holy Spirit Fullness,” “Why Prevailing, Persistent Praying 
is Necessary for Holy Spirit Power," “Do You Really Want to Be Spirit-Filled?” “How Great Soul Winners 
Were filled With the Holy Spirit," and “Claim Your Blessings!” 


A tremendous book, 441 pages, carefully indexed, beautifully bound, only ___ 


How to Obtain Fullness of Power 
in Christian Life and Service by R. A. Torrey. 
For more than a half-century this book has 
been challenging the lives of men:and women 
who have read it. This famous associate of D. L. 
Moody, evangelist, scholar and writer of much 
ability, deals with five forms of power in this 
book. Chapter titles are: “The Power of the 
Word of God,” “The Power of the Blood of 
Christ,” “The Power of the Holy Spirit,” “The 
Power of Prayer,” and “The Power of a Sur- 
rendered Life.” 

Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president of Whea- 
ton College, said, ‘This volume is revolutionary 
to the heart that will read and believe.’ White 
binding, stamped with two colors, 76 pages, 


--- $1.50 


The Soul Winner's Fire by John R. 
Rice. Here are 8 glorious, moving sermons deal- 
ing with the greatest business in all the world 
—that of bringing the lost to the Saviour. These 
eight chapters will set fires burning in your 
soul. They emphasize the great essentials of 
soul winning—a broken heart, the power of the 
Holy Spirit, unceasing labor, and holy boldness. 
We pray that every reader may find the soul- 
winner’s fire burning in his own heart, prepar- 
ing him to lead many to the Saviour. We be- 
lieve that these chapters are among the most 
winsome and moving that Dr. Rice has ever 
written. 


The chapters are: “‘He That Winneth Souls 
Is Wise’,” “God’s Way in Soul Winning,” “The 
Compassionate Heart,’ “The Soul-Winner’s 
Fire,” “Praying for Revival,” “Evangelistic 
Preaching,” “The Soul-Winner’s Feet,”  “Un- 
saved Brothers.” Lovely library edition, 114 


pages, only - $1.25 


in check or money order to cover the cost of the books which I have checked. 


ORDER DIRECT 


=| Book Reviews 


(Continued from page 4) 


J. Vernon Jacobs, William  B,. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 
Grand Rapids 3, Michigan. 147 
pages, $2.50. 

This is a unique book. It is a 
collection of facts and illustrative ' 
anecdotes taken from history and 
is calculated to refresh one’s’ 
memory about the great charac- 
ters of the past. The facts are 
alphabetically arranged as to sub- 
ject matter; and two indexes, plus 
a bibliography, make the book 
more useful. 

The busy pastor or Sunday 
School teacher will find immense 
help here, while the average read- 
er will be delighted to read of 
the stirring events in the lives 
of men who shaped the history 


of the church. 
DR. T. ROLAND PHILIPS 


BRANDS FROM THE BURN- 
ING by Millard A. Jenkins, Broad- 
man Press, Nashville, Tennessee. 
114 pages, $1.50. 

We think we would call this 
volume “Soul Winning Illustrat- 
ed”: that is what it is. It is a 
collection...of.. forty... true --stories 
from the practical ministry of a 
lover of souls. These stories fea- 
ture all imaginable classes of lost 
people from those who admit their 
superior importance to those whom 
the rest of the world knows to 
be helpless and hopeless. In ap- 
proaching these varied classes the 
sreat soul winner shows invarl- 
ably the same tenderness of heart 
and word, the same compassion of 
soul, and the same loving confi- 
dence in the saving passion and 
power of the great Saviour. There . 
is spiritual food in this practical 
collection. , 

DR. JOHN L. HILL 


I ACCUSE KENSEY! by E. J. 
Daniels, Christ for the World 
Publishers, Orlando, Florida. 141 
pages, $1.50. 

Thousands of preachers and lay- 
men doubted that Kinsey’s book 
on the sex life of the human fe- 
male was actually descriptive of 
normal American women. Dr. E. 
J. Daniels, fiery Southern Bap- 
tist evangelist, not only doubted 


| Kinsey’s conclusions but proved 


them erroneous. This young man 
prepared a questionnaire of his 
own, very similar to the one that 
Kinsey used, and requested on 
his radio broadcasts that women 
send in for it. No codes were used, 
no unfair leading questions Ahat 
would never in the world be al- 
lowed in the court in the land 
were asked, and each one who 
filled out the questionnaire was 
suaranteed absolute anonymity. - 
(Daniels himself has no idea who 
filled out these forms since no 
names at all were signed.) 

Daniels found his reports widely 
differing from Kinsey’s. 

Thinking people will see that 
Kinsey’s book is not a scientific 
treatise at all, but was plainly 
written for the purpose of break- 
ing down American morals and 
the sanctity of Christian mar- 
riage. Kinsey may be able to speak 
with authority on the wasp, which 
is his specialty, but he is definite- 
ly not to be trusted about women! 

EVANGELIST BILL RICE 


SMOKING AND CANCER— 
A Docter’s Report, by Alton Ochs- 
ner, M. D., recent president Amer- 
ican College of Surgeons and 
American Cancer Society. Chair- 
man of the Department of Sur- 
gery, School of Medicine, Tulane 
University. Here is a book of 
life-and-death urgency for all 
smokers by one of the most emin- 
ent cancer specialists in the world. 
86 pages, price, $2. Wertheim Ad- 
vertising Associates, 11 West 42nd 


Street, New York 16, New. York. 
JOHN R. RICE 


The entrancing book, MIRA- 
CLES OF SCIENCE, by the late 
Dr. Arthur I. Brown, published 
Serially in THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp, has now been printed by 
Dunham Publishing Company, 
Main and Ash, Findlay, Ohio. 
Price, $3. 


-.--Copies of The Preacher and His Preaching @ $2.00 
..--Copies of The Ruin of @ Christian @ $2.50 
-.--Copies of What It Costs to Be a Good Christian 
@ $2.25 
~~-.Copies of The Bible: 


) 92.50 


----Copies of Twelve Tremendous Themes @ $2.50 


Share 
YOUR 
Sword 


----Copies of Is Jesus God? @ $2.00 

----Copies, of? The Power of Pentecost @ $3.00 
_.._Copiag of How To Obtain Fullness of Power @ $1.50 
~---Copies of The Soul Winner’s Fire ‘@. $1.25 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 10, 1955 ‘Page Nine 


* e munistic rings, oath-bound rings, | justice.” (From a Sermon by Dr. answered and said, Verily I say 

Jesus Coming to Earth Again and. a thousand kind of other | Straton.) |} unto you, I know you not. 

, rings—all the children of wicked- Let us consider seriously the: Watch therefore, for ye know 

tnuad from page 7 ness, hindering just law, suppres- : neither the day nor the hour 
r  (Continu page /) sing moral right, crippling honest 9. Readiness wherein the Son of man 


rule in judgment” (Isaiah 32: 

1). 

There will.be a new and fruitful 
earth: 


“The wilderness and the soli- 
' tary place shall be glad for 
| them; and the desert shall re- 
| joice, and blossom as the rose. 
' Jt shall blossom abundantly, 
and rejoice even with -joy and 
singing: the glory of Lebanon 
shall be given unto it, the ex- 
cellency of Carmel and Sharon 
they shall see the glory of the 
Lord, and the excellency of our 
God” (Isaiah 35:1-2). 


“And the desolate land shall 
be tilled, whereas it lay desolate 
in the sight of all that passed 
by. And they shall say, This 
land that was desolate is be- 
come like the garden of Eden; 
and the waste and desolate and 
ruined cities are become fenced, 
and are inhabited” (Ezekiel 36: 
34-35). , 


“Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that the plowman 
shall overtake the reaper, and 
the treader of grapes him that 
soweth seed; and the mountains 
shall drop sweet wine, and all. 
the hills shall melt’ (Amos 9: 
13), 


The ferocious nature of animals 
and their instincts will be chang- 
ed: : 

“The wolf also shaH dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; .and 
the calf-and the young lion and 
the fatling together; and a little 
child shall lead them. And the 
cow and the bear shall feed; 
their young ones shall lie down 
together: and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. And the suck- 
ing child shall play on the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice’ den” (Isaiah 11:6- 
8). | 

“The wolf and the lamb shall 
feed together, and the lion shall 
eat straw like the bullock: and 
dust shall be the _ serpent’s 
meat. They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all my holy moun- 
{| tain, saith the Lord” (Isaiah 
ot Gee). 


~ ‘There will be no more war: 
| “And he shall judge. among 
the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people: and they shall 
beat their swords into plow- 
shares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war 
any more” (Isaiah 2:4) 


Through the years men have 
talked of “learning war no more’”’ 
have talked of the time when 
the earth would be filled with 
righteousness and peace. Some 
men think they can bring about 
such a desirable age through edu- 
cation, United Nations, social bet- 
terment, scientific achievements, 
reformation, preaching, missionary 
work, and other human agencies. 
It will take more than all the 
things all men can do to 
Straighten this old world out. Hu- 
man plans and human hands and 
human powers cannot do it. There 
is only one—Jesus Christ, to whom 
God “hath given all power in 
Heaven and in earth. 

There shall be perfect safety: 
“And I will make with them 
' a covenant of peace, and will 
cause the evil beasts to cease 
out of the land: and they shall 
dwell safely in the wilderness, 
' and sleep in the woods” (Ezek- 
' Jel 34:25). 


“But they shall sit every man 
under his vine and under his 
fig tree; and none shall make 
them. afraid: for the mouth of 
the Lorp of hosts hath spoken 
it” (Micah 4:4). 

There shall be long life: 

“There shall be no more 
thence an infant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not filled his 
days: for the child shall die 
an hundred years old; but the 
sinner being an hundred years 
old shall be accursed” (Isaiah 
65:20). 
There will be evangelization of 

the world: 

“And they shall not teach ev- 
ery man his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saying, Know 
the Lord: for all shall know 
me, from the least to the great- 


“For the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory 
of the LORD, as the waters 
cover the sea” (Habakkuk 2: 
14), 

The saints, even we, shall reign: 

“Do ye not know that the 
Saints shall judge the world? 
and if the world shall be judged 
by you, are ye unworthy to 
judge the smallest matters?” 
(I Corinthians 6:2). 

“And the things that thou 
hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit 
thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also” 
(Il Timothy 2:2). 

“And I saw thrones, and they 
sat upon them, and judgment 
Was given unto them: and I 
saw the souls of them that were 
beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped 
the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark 
upon their ~foréhéads, or in 
their hands; and they lived and 
reigned with Christ a thousand 
years” (Revelation 20:4). 


Jerusalem shall be the center 
of worship: 


“Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; 
It shall yet come to pass, that 
there shall come people, and the 
inhabitants of many cities: and 
the inhabitants of one city 
shall go to another, saying, Let 
us go speedily to pray before 
the LoRD, and to seek the LORD 
of hosts: I will go also. Yea, 
many people-and strong nations 
shall come to seek the LORD of 
hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray 
before the Lorp. Thus saith the 
LORD of hosts; In those days it 
shall come to pass, that ten 
men shall take hold out of all 
languages of the nations, even 
shall take hold of the skirt of 
him that is a Jew, saying, We 
will go with you: for we have 
heard that God is with you” 
(Zechariah 8:20-23). 


“But in the last days it shall 
come to pass, that the moun- 
tain of the house of the LorpD 
shall be established in the top 
of the mountains, and it shall 
be exalted above the hills; and 
people shall flow unto it..And 
many nations shall come, and 
say, Come, and let us goup... 
to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and he will teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths: for the law shall 
go forth of Zion, and the word 
of the LorpD from Jerusalem” 
(Micah 4:1-2). 
For one thousand years, Jesus 

will place everything good in the 
world and keep everything bad 
out of it. Christ will “appear the 
second time without sin, unto 
salvation’—not tinting’ the earth 
and seas and skies with the tran- 
sient beauty of the sunrise, but 
raising the dead, changing the 
living, judging the world, glorify- 
ing His people, and establishing 
His everlasting kingdom of “‘right- 
eousness, peace, and joy, in the 
Holy Ghost.” 


What our science could not do, 
He will do. What our theology 
and preaching could not do, He 
will do. What our parliaments and 
senates could not do, He will do. 
What our educational systems 
could not do, He will do. What 
our armies and navies could not 
do, He will do. 


And that day will be the watch- 
er’s looked-for day, the purchaser's 
redemption day, the builder’s com- 
pletion day, the husbandman’s har- 
vest day, the servant’s reckoning 
day, the master’s payday, the 
Son’s manifestation day, the 
Bride’s wedding day, the King’s 
coronation day, | 

I heard Dr. John Roach Straton 
in New York once, quoting in part 
another, set forth some of the 
glories of the millennial reign of 
Christ in these words: 


“Think of the sudden collapse of 
all the haunts of sin, the rooting 
out of the nests and nurseries of 
iniquity, the clearing away of the 
marshes and bogs of crime, where 
every type of damning pestilence 
is bred; and the changes that 
must henee come;—think of the 
summary-abolition of all infamous 
cliques, combinations, and rings, 
—political rings, 
s<municipal rings, state rings, rail- 


whisky rings, 


industry, subsidizing legislation, 
corrupting the Press, robbing the 
public treasuries, eating up the} 
gains of honorable occupation, per- 
verting public sentiment, spotting 
and exorcising men who can not 
be made the tools of party, trans- 
muting selfish greed and expedi- 
ency into principle, razing the do- 
minion of virtue and intelligence, 
subordinating the common weal to 
individual aggrandisement, and 
setting all righteous administra- 
tion at defiance. Think of the uni- 
versal and invincible dragging 
forth to divine justice of every 
blatant infidel, perjurer, liar, pro- 
fane swearer, drunkard, drunkard- 
maker, whoremonger, hypocrite, 
slanderer, trickster, cheat, thief, 
murderer, trader in uncleanness, 
truce-breaker, traitor, miser, op- 
pressor of the poor, bribe-taking 
legislator, time-serving preacher, 
mal-practitioner, babe-destroyer, 
friend-robber, office-usurper, | 
peace-disturber, lif e-embitterer. 
Think of the instantaneous going 
forth into all the world of a divine 
and unerring force, which can not 
be turned or avoided, but which 
hews down every fruitless tree, 
purges away all chaff from every 
floor, negatives all unrighteous 
laws, overwhelms all unrighteous 
traffic, destroys all unrighteous 
coalitions, burns up every nest of 
infamy and sin, ferrets out all con- 
cealed wickedness, exposes and 
punishes all empty pretence, 
makes an end of all unholy busi- 
ness, and puts an effectual stop 
to all base fashions, all silly con- 
ceits, all questionable . customs, 
and all the hollow shams and cor- 
rupt show and fastidiousness of 
what calls itself society, transfer- 
ring the dominion of the almighty 
dollars to Almighty Right, and re- 
ducing everything in human life, 
pursuits, manners, and professions 


“Then shall two be in the 
field; the one shall be taken, and 
the other left. Two women shall 
be grinding at the mill; the one 
shall be taken, and the other 
left. Watch therefore: for ye 
know not what hour your Lord 
doth come. But’ know this, 
that if the goodman of the 
house had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and would 
not have suffered his house to 
be broken up. Therefore be ye 
also ready: for in such an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man 
cometh” (Matthew 24:40-44). 


cometh” (Matthew 25:1-13). 
The emphasis is on They that 
were ready went in. : 
Some are not ready for love. 


ity. Some are not ready for life. 
Some are not ready for death. 
Some are not ready for eternity. 
Readiness—and “not be asham- 
ed before him at his coming.” 
That is our need. But to have 
joy when He comes. When He 
comes, we will be gladly waiting 
or sadly fearing. 

How great was the joy in the 
Bethany home when they knew 


Some are not ready for opportun-’ 


hour as ye think not the Son of 
Man cometh.” 


to the standard of rigid truth and 


“Be ye also ready, for in such an 


(Continued on page 10) 


“Then shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto ten vir- 
gins, which took their lamps, 
and went forth to meet the 
bridegroom, And five of them 
were wise, and five were fool- 
ish: They that were foolish took 
their lamps, and took no oil 
with them: but the wise took 
oil in their vessels with their 
lamps. While the bridegroom 
tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept. And at midnight there 


Camp They Come Back To.”’ 7 
A’ Bible camp on this famous beauti- 


was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out 
to meet him. Then all those 
virgins arose, and trimmed 
their lamps. And the foolish 
said unto the wise, Give us of 
your oil; for our lamps are gone 
out. But the wise answered, 
saying, Not so; lest there be 
not enough for us and you: but 
go ye rather to them that sell, 
and buy for yourselves. And 
while they went ‘%o buy, the 
bridegroom came; and_ they 
that were ready went in with 
him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut. Afterward came 
also the other virgins, saying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us. But he 


LAKE GENEVA 
YOUTH CAMP 


“One Wonderful Camp” .... 


“The 


ful Wisconsin lake. Boys and 


girls i 


alternate 2-week periods. Sixth 
cessful year. Church groups welcome. ,. 
Programmed recreation, fun and good4 
food. Make early. reservations. Pictoréd 


folder FREE. Write today! Addrers— 1 


STANLEY E. ENGSTROM, Director ~’ 


7134-S Peterson Ave., Chicago 31, Ul. ~ 
° 


AMAZING WORLD-WIDE RESULTS 


through use of our up-to-date 
soul-winning gospel 


FILMSTRIPS & SLIDES 


Send Today for 
FREE ILLUSTRATED 
8-page catalogue. 


Tabernacle Pictures 
P. O. Box 1143-1 
Tacoma 1, Wash. 


‘ Moody’s Missionary Course provides SPECIALIZED TRAINING {[o 
enable you to win the lost to Christ on the foreign mission field. In 
addition to a thorough background of Bible and regular missionary 


subjects, Phonetics, Missionary Principles and Practice, and Com- 
parative Religions are also offered to equip you to meet varied problems 


on the field. Tuition is free. 


Field Specialization in Study ... You 
choose 20 per cent of your subjects 
in this three-year course. This 
means a student going to Japan 
and one going to Chile would each 
get special preparation. Through a 
planned counseling program you 
receive help in choosing a mission 
field, and then in selecting subjects 
which will best prepare you for that 
field. To make your studies more 
practical, all missionary classes are 
taught by faculty members who 


after you’ve been 


est” (Hebrews 8:11). 


iroad rings, mercantile rings, com- 


Yeu ean serve Christ better 


TRAINED FOR THE JOB a 


have had experience in their sub- 
jects. Manual Training, Bookkeep- 
ing, Cookery, Dentistry, Obstetrics 


-and Elementary Medicine are 


among the electives available. 


Field Specialization in Practical 
Christian Work... At Moody you 
put into practice what you learn. 
For instance, if you’re going to 
Japan, your practical Christian 
work assignments take you into 
Japanese churches and homes. The 


ACCREDITED IN COLLEGIATE DIVISION BY ACCREDITING ASSOCIATION OF BIBLE INSTITUTES AND BIBLE COLLEGES 


Missionary Course requires *1% 
weeks of supervised on-the-fiet® 

home mission work in preparatiom- 
for foreign service. This work could 

be among Indians or mountaineers, 

for example. 


Field Specialization in Extrocurricue 
lor Activities... Through Missions 
ary Union, a student organization, 
you have unusual opportunities te 
pray for missionaries on every fieldg 
especially the field of your choice; 
and to read letters from them; to 
serve on missionary deputatiom 
teams; and to hear different mis 
sionary speakers every week ang 
talk to them personally. In add 

tion, you may visit officials of na 
tionally known mission boards have 


ing offices in Chicago. €- 


Write for free catalog and picture booklet of student life. 
Address: Office of Admissions, Room 0238. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL ... EVANGELICAL 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois . 
Dr. William Culbertson, PRESDENT * Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, DBAW 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD i 


Friday, June 10, 1955 


Hindrances to Prayer 


(Continued from page 3) 


_ of the nation were left alive, they 


would be a temptation and snare 
to Israel. Even their property 


ze should be destroyed as an awful 


reminder to Israel of how God 
hated sin and was certain to pun- 
ish it. 

But Saul came back leading 
King Agag, alive, behind his char- 
iot and with a great number of 
sheep and oxen as a spoil, which 
hé said he intended to offer as 
sacrifices to God. But, oh, how 
the wrath of God mounted up 
against Saul for his disobedience! 
Hear what God said to him 
through Samuel. 


“And Samuel said, Hath the 
Lord as great delight m burnt- 
offerings and sacrifices, as in obey- 
ing the voice of the Lord? Behold, 
to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of 
rams. For -rebellion is as the sin 
of witchcraft, and stubbornness is 
as iniquity and idolatry, Because 
thou hast rejected the word of 
the Lord, he hath also rejected 
thee from being king” (I Sam. 13: 
22, 23). 

Immediately thereafter Saul 
pled with Samuel to go worship 
with him. Saul admitted his sin. 
He even laid hold upon the skirt 
of Samuel’s mantle, as Samuel 
turned indignantly away, and rent 
the mantle. Despite all Saul’s pro- 
féssed repentance, God rejected 
him as king. David was anointed 
té take his place, and Saul went 
steadily downhill until his suicidal 
déath in disgrace, with his sons, 
who but for Saul’s self-will might 
have reigned after him. 

How moving is the story of 


A Word From 


John R. Rice 
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for mass evangelism in America. 


“This scholarly, fervent, 


mine—soul winning.” 


“The Awakening.” 
“Why We Need a Revival,” 
of Revival Do We Need?” 
Revival,” 
“Clearing the Way for a Revival,” 
vival Message,” 
vival,” 


About Our Newest book 
“Formula for Revival” 


Evangelist Hyman Appelman, D.D. 


We are pleased and proud, of course, 
about our latest book recently released 
to bookstores, Formula for Revival, by 
Dr. Hyman Appelman, well-known Jewish 
evangelist and author. Our editor, Dr. 
John R. Rice, who is also president of the 
Sword of the Lord Foundation, had the 
following to say about Dr. Appelman and 
this new book in the “Publisher Preface”: 


“Dr. Hyman Appelman was born January 7, 1902, in the Russian 
city of Moghiliev, on the banks of the Dnieper River. Of Jewish blood. 
he came to America in 1914, was educated in common schools in 
Chicago, then took a B.A. and a Masters degree in law from the 
University of Chicago. He was licensed to practice law in Illinois. 
At twenty-two he had a nervous breakdown requiring complete 
rest, was won to Christ in March, 1925, in Denver. 
in the army he surrendered to preach, then attended Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth. Years of usefulness 
followed, first as pastor of the thriving Vickery Baptist Church, then 
as Texas Baptist evangelist. But God called him out into a nation- 
wide ministry; now for many years he has been used in large 
city-wide campaigns in the States and in Canada. A great cam- 
paign in the city of Philadelphia had much to do with the impetus 


experienced soul winner is a great 


preacher. These chapters, we think, will stir your heart. Gladly 
we publish this book of lectures on Formula for Revival, as given 
at Tennessee Temple 


in the first annual lectureship on revival, 
College, Bible School, and Seminary. 


“With a most earnest prayer that God 
will bless this book by my dear friend, 
Hyman Appelman, I help send it forth for 
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how Saul tried to pray, but be- 
cause of his self-will, his disobedi- 
ence, God would not hear! God 
said to him, “Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to heark- 
en than the fat of rams.” God does 
not want our money nor our work 
nor our promise one-half as much 
as He wants our hearts surrender- 
ed to the will of God, and an obedi- 
ent, surrendered spirit. The Lord 
said through Samuel, “Rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry.” Rebellion, stubbornness, 
self-will in dealing with God is 
certain to block the answer to 
our prayers and shut up Heaven 
against us! . 

If there is a single matter, then, 
about which God, has a contro- 
versy with you, I beg you, dear 
Christian, surrender your will at 
once, repent of your wicked rebel- 
lion, your self-will, your insistent 
disobedience. It is more important 
to hearken to God, to obey from 
the heart, than to give money, 
to sing, to pray, to preach, or toil. 
It is a sad, sad fact that many 
active church people, some, no 
doubt, really born again, live at a 
far, guilty distance from the con- 
scious presence of God and do 
not know the constant joy of an- 
swered prayer. 


God called one man to preach; 
and he said, “Lord, I have no 
money to go to school. I must take 
eare of my family. Lord, I’m too 
ignorant. But I will be a Sunday- 
school superintendent.” But God 
would not use him as Sunday- 
school superintendent. God did not 
want work for its own sake; he 
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wanted obedience. 

A young friend of mine felt clear- 
ly led of God to preach the Gospel. 
He had been only to the eighth 
grade in school, was now married, 
and felt his ignorance, his limita- 
tions, his poverty. It was .a long 
fight of unbelief that God could 
use him, of rebellion against the 
long years of preparation, of hold- 
ing on to the career and money- 
making he had planned. But at 
last he had surrendered tearfully 
to the full will of God, this young 
preacher told me, “Brother Rice, 
if I do not preach, I can’t even 
live like a Christian!’ He meant 
that God would not give him vic- 
tory over sin, would not give him 
leading, would not give him hap- 
piness, would not answer his 
prayers if he did not surrender 
to the full will of God. 


A daughter was bitter over the 
death of her beloved mother. She 
complained and mourned and 
querulously asked, “Why? Why?’ 
She felt that God had not been 
fair to her mother, had brought 
unnecessary suffering to herself; 
and there was rebellion in her 
heart against God. But the Bible 
lost its sweetness; the day-by- 
day conscious presence and fellow- 
ship with the Holy Spirit left her. 
God did not seem to hear her 
prayers, and doubts of every kind 
beset her. She could not find any 
peace until she confessed her sin 
to God and said, “Thy will be 
done,”’ about her mother’s death. 


Beloved Christian, there is no 
way you can please God, no way 
you can have the sweet commun- 
ion with Him to get your prayers 
answered if you are in rebellion 
against the known will of God. 


Has God turned His face away 
from you as He did from Saul, 
refusing to hear your prayers or 
bless you because of a stubborn 
self-will that rebels against God’s 
plan for you? Oh, then I beg you, 
surrender today your poor will 
to God’s good will. Trust Him! 
His will for you is wiser and 
sweeter and richer far, and hap- 
pier than any way you could 
plan! And no matter what other 
trouble or grief or loss might 
come, in His will you may al- 
ways ‘have the consciousness of 
His approving presence with the 
Holy Spirit ungrieved,~ manifest- 
ing Himself to you, and with the 
daily knowledge that your pray- 
ers are heard! 


lil. A Disinclination or Indif- 
ference Toward the Bible 
Makes Prayer an 
Abomination 
to God! 


Proverbs 28:9 is a most search- 
ing Scripture. There God says, 

“He that turneth away his ear 
from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be abomination.” 

If your prayer is an abomination 
to God, then any happy fellowship, 
any oneness of purpose, any com- 
munion between you and God is 
hindered. 


Note that the Scripture does 
not refer primarily to infidels. 
One does not need to say that 
the Bible is false, that Christ was 
not born of a virgin, that He did 
not rise from the dead, that there 
is no real Heaven or a literal Hell 
in order to come within the scope 
of this great hindrance to prayer. 
No, if only your heart is turned 
away from the Bible, if you have 
a disinclination to read it, if it is 
not interesting to you, if you do 
not meditate on it prayerfully, 
joyfully, then your prayer is an 
abomination, says God’s Word. 


Throughout the Bible, God stres- 
ses the fact that there is a close 
connection between the Word of 
God and spiritual prosperity. For 
example, Psalm 1:1-3 tells us of 
the blessed man who shuns evil 
companions, 


“His delight is in the law of the 
Lord; and in his law doth he 
meditate day and night. And he 
shall be like a tree planted by the 
rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season; his 
leaf also shall not wither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall pros- 
per.” 

Day-by-day blessing from God, 
spiritual prosperity, Christian 
fruit bearing all depend upon de- 
lighting in the law of the Lord 
and meditating on it day and 
night. Knowing the Bible is not 
enough; reading the Bible is not 
enough; blessing depends on de- 
lighting in it and meditating on 


it. 


of the end time. 


(Continued from page 9) 


the Lord Jesus was coming! Did 
Martha hope He would not come 
because she had spring cleaning 
to do? Did Mary hope He would 
not come—because she had so 
many letters to write? Did Laz- 
arus hope He would not come—-- 
because he was so engrossed with 
business? No! It was their joy to 
know the Lord was coming, for 
Christ put everything right. 

By your desire for the appear- 
ing of your Lord, you can judge 
the state of your spiritual life. | 

The immigrant comes to these 
shores. He works to earn money 
to pay the passage of his beloved. 
When that-ship comes in, he is on 
the dock. When the gangplank is 
lowered, he is at the barrier wait- 
ing for her to come through the 
customs. That is the attitude the 
Christian should have toward the 
coming of his Lord. 

Do you want the Lord to come 
back? If you are an unsaved sin- 
ner, you do not want Him to come. 
You will be left when He appears, 
because He comes to take those 
who love Him, who have His Spirit 
in their hearts, who are His by 
faith. If you are a- backslidden 
Christian, you do not want Him to 
come, because you will be embar- 
rassed and ashamed. If the love 
of the world has grown so warm 
in your heart that the love of -your 
Lord has grown cold, you do not 
want Him to come because you 
are tied up with this world and 
have no desire to see Him. 


Do you want the Lord to come 
back? John saw all the glories 
Then he cried 
with heartfelt personal longing, 
“Even so, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly.” 

I want Him to come for a good 
many reasons. I do not have much 
hope, so far as this world is con- 
cerned, that everything is ever go- 
ing to be at peace again. I want 
the Lord to come back because I 
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would like to know my children 


are safe with Him. 


I want Him to come because I 
am tired of all the chaos, unrest 
and uncertainty, all the fumblings 
of government, and the greed and 
envy of men. I am sickened of 
pictures of naked babies with 
swollen stomachs, stretching out 
thin, emaciated arms for a crust 
of bread in the streets of the cities 
of Asia. I am tired of pictures of 
blasted homes and falling bombs 
and boys with arms and legs lost 
on the field of battle. I want the 
Lord to come because He will set 
up a reign of righteousness on the 
earth. 


But most of all I want Him 
to come because I- want to see 
Him. I have never seen Him with 
these eyes, but with the eyes of 
faith I saw Him once when I 
knelt at the old fence corner and 
trusted’ Him. Perhaps “I haven’t 
always been faithful, but He has 
been, and I want Him to come 
because I want to tell’ Him ‘I 
love Him. I want Him to come; 
do you? Then why stand ye gaz- 
ing up? Witness and watch and 
work, and some day—pray God 
some day soon—we'll see Him in 
whom our souls delight, and be 
like Him forevermore. 


“Behold, what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon 
Us, 
the sons of God: therefore the 
world knoweth us not, because 
it knew him not. Beloved, now 
are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall 
be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is. And every man 
that hath this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he 
is pure” (I John 3:1-3). 

(From the book, GREAT IS THE LORD, 


160 pages, $2.00, published by Fleming H. 
Revell. Used by permission.) 


In Joshua. 1:8 the Lord spoke 
to Joshua saying, 


“This book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth; but thou 
shalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all that is writ- 
ten therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and 
then thou: shalt have good suc- 
cess.” 


Good success, prosperity, de- 
pended on having the Word of 
God: in his mouth and meditating 
therein day and night so Joshua 
might make sure to observe every- 
thing in it. And then Joshua would 
make his way prosperous and 
have good success. But if Joshua 
had turned his heart away from 
hearing the law, he would not 
have been prosperous, he would 
not have sutceeded, and the bless- 
ing of God would have failed. And 
does not that bear out the state- 
ment of Proverbs 28:9 that even 
the prayer of one who turns his 
heart away from hearing the law, is 
abomination? How could one who 
is disinterested in the Bible, who 
shuns it, one who has his heart 
turned away from it, please. God 
in prayer? What claim could such 
an unspiritual heart, such = an 
alienated child, have on God in 
prayer? 

Then notice that one whose 
heart is alienated from the Bible, 
disinterested in the Word of God, 
finding no joy in God’s promises, 
indifferent to the duty of obeying 
God’s commands—notice that such 
a Christian cannot meet any of 
the conditions of successful pray- 
er. All the promises in the Bible 
concerning answers to prayer in- 
volve in some way a heart that is 
eager to find the will of God in the 
Word of God. In John 15:7 Jesus 
promised, “If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall 
ask what ye will, and it shall 


be done unto you.” One who does 


not love the Bible, is not eager to 
read it, does not gladly heed its 
warnings and admonitions and 
commands, cannot meet that pro- 
mise, because Christ’s Word does 
not abide in him, and he is not 
really abiding in Christ in the 
sense of surrender to the will of 
Christ. And how can such a Chris- 
tian come to ask anything of 
the Father in the name of Christ? 
One who does not know the Bible 
does not know the will of Christ. 
One who is not interested in the 


i. 


Bible is surely not much interested | 


in the will of Christ. How could 
I genuinely ask anything in Jesus’ 
name, if I can quote no authority 
from Christ giving me the right 
to ask it in. His name? Therefore 
the blessed promise that the Fath- 
er will give you anything you ask 
in Christ’s name, the promise of 
John 14%13, 14, will not avail for 
the man whose heart is turned 
away from hearing the Word of 
God. 


' “If we ask anything according 
to his will, he heareth us,’ says 
I John 5:14. But one who does not 
know the Bible, does not love -it 
and does not meditate on it, will 


not have any assurance that what. 
“All 


he asks is in the will of God. 
things are possible to him that 
believeth,”’ said Jesus in Mark 9: 


23, but “faith cometh by hearing, 


and hearing by the word of God” 
(Romans 10:17). One whose heart 


is turned away from the Bible is. 


turned also from faith. He cannot 
call upon God in faith, since he 
does not use the means to grow 
faith, and since God’s Holy Spirit 
will not encourage faith in such a 
disobedient heart. “Delight thy- 
self also in the Lord; and he shall 
give thee the desires of thine 


heart,” says Psalm 37:4. But a. 


real delight in the Lord involves 
a delight in God’s Word. How 
eager I am for a letter from home! 
And that is because I love my wife 
and daughters and long to see 
them. How anxiously a young wWo- 
man awaits the postman, looking 
for a letter from her sweetheart 
who has been called away to the 
army. So if one really delighted in 
God, he would delight in His let- 
ter to us. God is so revealed ‘in 
the Word that those in close fel- 
lowship with God must delight in 
His Word. Oh, then, Christian, if 
your heart has been turned away 
from the Bible, you are out of 
touch with all the promises of 
God for answers to your prayers! 
“He that turneth away his ear 
from hearing the law, even his 
prayer shall be abomination.” 


Even lost people wanting sal- 
vation do well to turn and read 
the Word of God. As you with an 
earnest heart seek to find God in 
the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit wilf 
reveal Him. The God Who an- 
swers prayer is the God of the 
Bible. He is not only the God Who 
wrote the Bible, but the God Who 


(Continued on page 11) 


that we should be called — 


— 


<recemep 


Friday, June 10, 1955 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


Hindrances to Prayer 


(Continued from page 10) 


yet today reveals Himself in the 
Bible and gives His blessings to 
those who love the. Bible. 


A disinclination to read the 
Word of God, to meditate on it, 
to learn it, to follow it, to search 
it out, shows sin in the heart. 
When a Christian, a born-again 
child of God, shows indifference 
to the Word of God, then we may 
know thaf, he..is, Jiving..after the 
carnal, fleshly mind. For I Cor- 
inthians 2:14 says, “But the natur- 
al man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are 
foolishness unto him: yeither can 
he know. them, because they are 
' spiritually discerned.” The blessed 

Holy Spirit has an affinity for the 
“Word of God, which He inspired. 
‘The conscious fullness of the Spirit 

and the keenest delight in the 
Word of God go together. People 
who are full of the Spirit are also 
full of the Word of God. The 
natural mind is a stranger from 
-God and is not interested in, the 
Bible. And the carnal or undevel- 
oped and untaught and unspiritual 
Christian is likely to have no taste 
for the Word of God. A state of 
disinterestedness in the Bible is 
an unspiritual state, a state of 
backsliding and sin. 


A mother wrote in the flyleaf 
of her son’s Bible when he went 
away from home, “This Book will 
keep you from sin, or sin will 
keep you from this Book.” The 
Christian who loses interest in the 
Bible, cannot find time to read 
.it, or takes exceptions to some of 
its teachings, may well search his 
heart, for in that heart are things 
that grieve God, that block God’s 
blessing, and make even his pray- 
ers an abomination to God. 

Every Christian, then, should 
long for and earnestly seek a de- 
lightful familiarity, an unceasing 
interest in the Word of God. Set 
apart a time early in the day, I 
beg you, when you read the Scrip- 
tures, several chapters if possible, 
-and meditate over them prayer- 
. fully, longing to find the mind of 
.God, willingly surrendering your- 
self to all that you find in God’s 
Word. If you surrender yourself, 
and do not rush, but meditate on 
the Word of God, you will 
find prayer forming in your heart. 
.It is a prayer inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, a prayer that God will be 
.-pleased to hear. George Muller, 
.the great English man of prayer, 
‘founder of the _ Bristol orphan 
houses, tells of the new ease and 
joy in prayer he had when he be- 
gan first to read the Bible be- 
fore prayer every day and let his 
prayers begin out of what the 
Spirit whispered in his heart as he 
read the Word of God. A daily 
quiet time of reading the Word of 
God, memorizing it, subjecting 
oneself to the searching, probing, 
judging, purifying action of God's 
Word, will mean rich prosperity in 
your prayer life. But “he that 
.turneth away his ear from hearing 
the law, even his prayer shall be 
abomination.” 


IV. Any Unconfessed, Un- 
lamented, Unrepented Sin, 
Grieves God and Hinders 

the Prayers of His 
Children 


I have given you some sample 
cases where particular sins are 
-mentioned in God’s Word as hind- 
ering our prayers. But I cannot 
mention every detail. God’s Spirit 
must do that for you. But let us 
find a general rule Which you can 
apply to your own heart and life 
and find what grieves God. 


In Psalm 66:18 are these solemn 
words, | 
_. “If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
the Lord will not hear me.” 

I want you to notice what God 
did NOT say. God did not say 
that if I have sinned, He will not 
hear me. No, no! Thank God, He 
did not say that; for if He had 
‘then God could never hear a hu- 
-Man pray. For all of us have sin- 
ned. He did not even say that if 
at this moment there is any sin in 
the life, He would not hear us. For 
I John 1:8 teaches us plainly that 
all of us have (present tense) sin 
in our lives all the time. “If we 
say that we have no sin, we de- 
cide ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us.” The constant. presence 


“of human frailty, of bodily illness, 


the encroachments of age and in- 
firmity, the limitations to our 


prayer and soul winning all testify 
that we have sin, even now, and 
that we will have until we are 
translated when Jesus comes, or 
until we die. If Paul needed to 
say, “When I would do good, evil 
is present with me” (Rom. 7: 21), 
so do the rest of us need to say 
it. I cannot come to God and ask 
anything of Him on the basis that 
I am sinless and perfect and that 
there is not in my heart, unknown 
to me, unseen to my neighbors, a 
single thing that is less than His 
best, single thing that is not as 
pure as an angel or as Christ Him- 
self. No; no! I ama sihner. But I 
can still get my prayers answered. 

And then what does God say? 
If I regard iniquity in my heart 
God will not hear me, I am a sin- 
ner, but, oh, I must not love sin. 
And if I hold any particular sin in 
my heart and love*it, and make 
an alibi for it, and excuse it, and 
cover it up—then that becomes a 
cause of controversy between me 
and God. God hates sin, but God 
has a remedy for sin. If we Chris- 


-tiaris Confess our sins, He is faith- 


ful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness, says I John 1:9. So 
it is not primarily the fact of sin, 
but it is a love for sin, @ willing- 
ness to sin, an excusing of sin 
that make it so God cannot answer 
our prayers. 


If you want to get along with 
God and keep sweet fellowship and 
have your prayers answered, then 
you must judge your sins. You 
must honestly confess your sins 
and take ‘sides with God against 
them. There must be a _ whole- 
hearted repentance, that is, the 
turning of the will away from all 
things that grieve God. Otherwise 
your will is dead set against the 
will of God. You cannot ask any- 
thing in the name of Christ, you 
cannot pray in the Spirit, you 
cannot pray according to the Word 
of God, your own conscience will 
not allow you to believe that God 
will bless you while you have set 
your own will up as an idol, or 
when some secret sin has your 
heart’s devotion which ought to 
be given to God alone. 

Oh, dear child of God, if you 
would have God's. blessing on your 
prayer life, then let your heart 
cry out in the words of the old 
song— 


“Return, O holy Dove, return, 
Sweet messenger of rest! 
I hate the sins that made thee 
mourn, 
And drove Thee from my breast. 


“The dearest idol I have known, 
Whate’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy 
throne, 
And worship only Thee.” 


Maybe you loudly insist, “I don't 
see any harm in the theater.” Per- 
haps you repeatedly say, “There is 
nothing wrong with a nice dance 
if you have it with nice people.” 
Perhaps you say,“Well, if I never 
do anything worse than smoke a 
cigarette, I think I am pretty 
good.” But the plain truth is, if 
you in your heart excuse your sin 
and “regard” it and love it, then 
it is an issue, between you and 
God. And that controversy will 
block the answer to your prayers 
and will steal away your peace, 
and leave you helpless and power-_ 
less like Samson with his hair cut’ 
off. Oh, dear friend, the smallest 
sin in the world, if it breaks your 
contact with God, will leave you 
powerless and your prayers with- 
out results. 

It may be the love of money. 
It may be a shameful secret love 
has entered into your life. It may 
be a sin that nobody but God 
knows about. But if you love a sin 
and hide it, and take up for it, 
then your prayers will be hinder- 
ed. 


V. How to Get the Hindrances 
Removed! 

Are your prayers hindered? 
Well, thank God, there is a rem- 
edy. The hindrances can be torn 
down. Even this very day you may 
feel again the smile of God’s face 
and hear the whisper of His Spirit 
and know that there is nothing 
between you and God. 

In I John 1:9: we are given this 
blessed promise, 

“If we confess our sins, he is 


pthat his“prayers can be answered. 


faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 
Confession—that is the remedy 
for your sin. 

A Christian does not have to 
atone for his sins, In fact, no man 
can possibly atone for his sins. 
The atonement was completed by 
Jesus Christ; and thank God, on 
the cross He cried out, “It is fin- 
ished”! Let no one, then, think 
that he must go through a long 
period of time, trying to earn 
God’s favor and to lay up credit so 


And the Christian is not to “do 
penance” for his sins. Paying 
money, doing without food, sleep- 
ing on boards, or fasting a certain 
number of days—-these, as a mat- 
ter of penance or suffering, trying 
to pay for sins as a criminal 
spehds a certain number of years 
in prison to “pay his debt to 
society,” is not what God demands. 
No, the dear Lord simply and 
plainly promises, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrightéous- 
ness,” 

I think that an honest confes- 
sion of sin would involve the fol- 
lowing matters: 


First, an honest realization in 
the heart of one’s failure and sin. 
Confession cannot be simply a 
matter of the lips. For the mouth 
to say, “I have sinned,” when the 
heart still says, “But it was not 
very bad, and it was not altogeth- 
er my fault,” is not true confes- 


sion of sin. Another way to say 


this is that the Christian must 
honestly judge his sin in the light 
of God’s Word and the revelaton 
of the Holy Spirit of how God 
feels toward the sin. 

Second, honest confession would 
involve a penitent heart and sin- 
cere repentance. I think’ there 
could be no honest confession of 
sin, if there were not grief over 
it. The sin grieved the Holy Spirit, 
it wronged God, and by it the 
Christian who sinned was untrue 
to the Savour he professed to love 
and serve. The Christian’s testi- 
mony was injured before the world, 
his fellowship with God was 
broken, his usefulness was curtail- 
ed, and his prayers were hindered. 
All these things ought to cause the 
Christian sincere grief of heart 
over his own sin. I do not mean a 
morbid despair. I simply ntean the 
godly sorrow that ‘“worketh re- 
pentance” (II Cor. 7:10). And this 
grief of heart over sin will involve 
a revulsion, a turning away, a 
change of mind and attitude to- 
ward sin, which we call repent- 
ance. If the Christian is not sorry 
for his sins, in his heart, and does 
not honestly long to do better, 
then there is no genuine confession 
of sin. 


Third, a confession, in the sense 
that is meant in I John 1:9, would 
involve a simple faith that God 
is willing to forgive and cleanse 
us as He has promised. We are 
God’s own dear children. We are 
dear to His heart. For us He 
gave His own Son. He has already 
given us everlasting life and prom- 
ised to take us home to Heaven. 


We have never’ deserved His 
mercy, and we do not deserve it 
now; but He loves us still, And 
so a Christian can confess his sin, 
safe in the assurance that God 
has promised to forgive and 
cleanse, and God cannot lie. We 
are under a covenant relationship 
with Him, Our forgiveness is based 
on His faithfulness, not on our 
faithfulness. 

So, any time a Christian is-ton- 
scious of his sin, judges the sin 
and takes sides against it with a 
penitent heart, then he has a per- 
fect right.to trust .the. Lord for 
instant, complete forgiveness and 
for perfect cleansing. 

Beloved reader, you can know 
the sweet intimacy with God that 
you long for; you may know it 
this very day. You may then live 
a life of unhindered prayer and 
daily, glorious answers. So in the 
light of God’s Word, and submit- 
ting yourself to the searching of 
the Holy Spirit, I urge you today 
to confess honestly and to turn 
your heart away from _ every 
known sin and then claim the 
forgiveness and the _ cleansing 
which God has so freely promised 
to all of His own who confess their 
sins! 

Is there nothing between your 
soul and the Saviour? Have you 
humbly searched your heart anew 
in the light of God’s Word, and 
found nothing to hinder your pray- 
ers? Oh, then, dear Christian, 
enter into your inheritance and 
begin the abundant life of prayer, 
asking and receiving that your 
joy may be full! 
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TRUTHFUL TRACTS 


dealing with : 
Salvation, The Second Coming. The Sab- 
bath, Life After Death and other subjects. 
Special assortments 
$1.00 — $2.50 $4.00 
Sample packet ten cents 


GALILEE TRACT SOCIETY 


ept. 
2958 N. Damen Ave., Chicago 18, Il. 
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Do you have friends 

and loved ones attending 

modernistic churches? Give them 

tracts designed both to answer the problem, 
and lead them to Christ. 

SEND 25c FOR A SELECTION OF 25 


THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OH'C 


Make Your Own Gospel Road Signs 


Complete Pre-cut “‘Scotchlite” letters and 
decorations—easily affixed permanently to 
wood, metal, etc.—visible day and night. 
Complete kit and instructions to do a pro- 
fessional job. 

Flourescent Bumper Posters 

Self-sticking. Marvelous medium to pro- 
mote youth, tent, evangelistic meetings. 

Write for samples and prices. 

Gospel Guideposts, Dept. SL, 
Pennsburg, R.D., Pa. 


SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors, Personal Workers 
and Street Meetings 


Send for Samples 
‘ce TRACT SOCIETY 


Box 164, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of the Lord 


SONG-WRITERS ATTENTION!! 

Songwriters—LET US ARRANGE YOUR 
SONG! Success or failure depends on the 
quality of the arrangement. SEND FOR 
FREE INFORMATION! 

To = the von ree of song-pub- 
lishing our ‘ane THE COM- 
PLETE *SONG-WRITER -96 Pages of 
information for only $1. 

TIME PUBLISHING co. 


64 W. Randolph St., Chicago 1, Ill. 


AAA AE ORCI 
FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is investigated 
and approved. 


You may buy with confidence! 
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SINGING STORIES by Radio 
Kids Bible Club Children’s 
Choir and Hildor Janz 


“SINGING STORIES,” a new 
radio Kids Bible Club feature, will 
soon be released on record by Mira- 
cle Record Distributors, producers 
of Bibletone and Singtime records. 
J. C. Brumfield, Executive Direc- 
tor of Radio Kids Bible Club, In- 
corporated, has contracted to have 
this new series of children’s re- 
cords produced on Bibletone label, 
to be released around May 25. 
The Children’s Choir, heard over 
Radio coast to coast on the Radio 
Kids Bible Club program, has been 
well trained and their performance 
is Outstanding. Hildor Janz and 
the choir team up to bring -you 


that will please the youngsters 
and the adults. They are real 
attention getters, ideally suited 
for use in Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools, Summer Camps, Sunday 
Schools, and in the home. 


_— YY Qne 
RENEW YOUR 


SUBSCRIPTION 


a presentation of Bible stories. 


#8 “WF 


IN iittit SPACE 


Can Comics Be Christian? 
Christian comics are a regular feature 
in MY CHUM, the fascinating month- 
ly magazine for children 4 to 14. Look 
for Christ-centered stories, games, puz- 
zles too, $3 year. Sample free MY 
CHUM, Box SL, Highland, IIL. 


NEW PORTABLE TYPEWRITER AS 
LOW AS $49.50. New DeLuxe Postcard 
Duplicator with automatic feed, adjustable 
for size and weight of card or paper, iIn- 
cluding supply kit $12.75. Extra quire or 
stencils $1.35. Standard and portable type- 
writers—new and rebuilt at special price 
to Sword of the Lord readers. The Type- 
writer Specialists, 5541 S. Ashland Ave. 
Chicago 36, Ill. GRovehill 6-8100. 


Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 


Baby Billboards 


NEW BAPTIST RECORD SYSTEM 
A BETTER WAY TO KEEP YOUR SUNDAY 
SCHOOL UP-TO-DATE AND GROWINC 


Write for Pree Samples 
BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS 
1732 Welton St., Denver 2, Colo., Dept. SL 65 
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GOSPEL TENTS 


Canvas su eg Fabernacles 


METAL SEAT ENDS 
Smith Mfg. Co., Dalton, Ga. 
Over 50 Years in Business 


Unfstanding BIBLE BARGAI N 


Show the Ready Reference Bible and 
make 100% on each sale. The Bible with 
the subject index, that finds subjects by 
eos numbers in the Bible. King James 
ersion. Red letter edition, thumb indexed. 


ts to distributors. Religious 
Educators Assn., 8325 Charlotte Avenue, 
Nashvilie, Tennessee, Dept. S-L. 


NEW TENTS 


Most popular sizes in stock for immediate 
delivery 
Any special size made to customers order 
Write now for quotations 


ANCHOR SUPPLY COMPANY, INC. 
Evansville, Indiana 


Write today for our complete line of Bibles. _ 
Special discoun 
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Page Twelve 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 10, 1955 


The Sinless One Made Sin 


(Continued from page 1) 
@an. He was God incarnate, and 


therefore absolutely without sin. 


No Confession to Make 

Notice the prayer life of our 
®@iessed Lord. Because He became 
man, He prayed to the Father. He 
took the place of a dependent. He 
trod the path of faith, and drew 
Fris strength from above. He was 
often found at night on a hill- 
side, or in a garden, pouring out 
His heart in prayer. But His pray- 
er never took the character of con- 
€ession; Hence He always prayed 
élone. He never prayed in fellow- 
ship with any one else. He prayed 
for: others: He did not pray with 
them. We never find Him kneeling 
with Peter, James, and John, His 
sutimate disciples, and joining to- 
eether with them in intercession, 
wor with any one. else. We who 
serve Christ today have some of 
our most blessed experiences as 
we mingle our prayers and sup- 
plications. with those.of our breth- 
ren. and-bow together before God 
#n-acknowledgment of our common 
sinfulness and our common need. 
He never did this with any one. 
He taught His disciples to pray, 
“Forgive us our trespasses, aS we 
forgive those who trespass against 
us,’ but He could not, in the very 
nature of things, pray that prayer 
with them. He stood altogether 
apart, They were sinners; He was 
sinless, the Saviour of sinners. 
“He knew no sin, 

The Word of God teaches that 
He not only never made the ac- 
guaintance of sin, by actual failure, 
by transgression, by disobedience 
am thought, word, or deed, but He 
#mew no sin in the sense that His 
humanity was never contaminated 
by an inward tendency to sin. He 
was absolutely, from the moment 
of His incarnation, the Holy One. 
The angel said to the blessed vir- 
&in mother: “That holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall 
be called the Son of God.” In 
Adam, unfallen, we see humanity 
@inocent; in all his children since, 
We see humanity fallen; but in 
Christ Jesus we-see humanity 


> froly, We are told that He was 


tempted in all points like as we 
are, yet without sin. Some people 
have taken this last expression 
to mean, “Yet without sinning.” 
That was true as we have seen, 
but it is not all of the truth. That 
verse really means this: He was 
tempted in all points like as we 
are, apart from sin. He was never 
tempted by inbred sin. He could 
say, “The prince of this world 
cometh, and hath nothing in me.” 
You cannot say that; I cannot. 
When the enemy comes at me 
from without, there is a traitor 
tnside who would gladly surrender 
the citadel, if he could; but with 
my Lord it was quite otherwise, 


Tempted in All Points 


If any ask how He could be 
tempted in all points like as we 
are, if He did not possess a sinful 
mature, I would remind you that 
our first parents were Sinless when 
iemptation first came to them. 
They were tested on three points, 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of 
the eye, and the pride of life. 
These are the only three ways in 
which man can be tested. Tempta- 
tion either comes in the form of 
fieshly suggestion, the temptation 
of the body; or, it comes along 
esthetical lines, the temptation of 
the soul; or, it appeals to the 
mind, the temptation of the spirit. 
When Eve looked upon the tree, 
she saw that its fruit was good 
for food—the lust of the flesh: 
that it was pleasant to the eyes— 
the lust of the eye; that it was 
cesired to make one wise—the 
pride of life. She capitulated on 
every potnt. Adam shared in her 
sin, and thus the race beeame 
fallen. To Christ in the wilderness 
among the wild beasts, Satan said, 
“Make these stones bread.” It was 
the appeal to the lust of the flesh. 
He showed our Lord all the king- 
doms of earth and the glory of 
them—the lust of the eye. He sug- 
gested His leaping from the pin- 
nacie of the temple to be sustained 


Have you read — 
the ads? 


— ) 


by angel hands and thus be ac- 
credited to the people—the pride 
of life. But each temptation failed, 
even aS an arrow is turned back 
by a steel plate. He was without 
sin. He suffered being tempted. 
The very presentation of tempta- 
tion to Him was in itself so ob- 
noxious that it caused Him the 
keenest suffering. It is the very 
opposite generally with us. Peter 
tells us that “He that hath suf- 
fered in the flesh hath ceased from 
sin.” Sin in our eyes is. alluring. 
It is presented to us as something 
attractive and delightful. Our cor- 
rupt natures respond to the temp- 
tation from without, and we have 
to suffer in the flesh in order to 
resist. But it was never so with 
Him. He suffered when sin in any 
form was presented to Him. 


Let me illustrate this. Suppose 
that a young man of high prin- 
ciples is associated with his own 
father in. the management of a 
bank. He loves and honors his 
father, and nothing means more to 
him than his father’s success, and 
the recognition of his integrity by 
his business associates. But Sup- 
pose some one in the bank should 
make the suggestion to his son 
that, if they would act together, 
they might rob the bank of thou- 
sands of dollars, and cover up 
their wrong-doing temporarily, 
and be far out of the country be- 
fore the evil deed could be dis- 
covered. Can you imagine the in- 
dignation of this young man, and 
the mental suffering that he would 
endure, to think that any one 
would think him capable of doing 


anything so vile, so low, when-he4+ 


was his father’s trusted son? He 
would be humiliated and ashamed 
to think that any one would dare 
to present such a temptation to 
him, So in a far higher sense, the 
temptations of our Lord Jesus 
Christ meant the keenest suffer- 
ing, for He was absolutely free 
from all inward tendency to sin. 


But we may go farther: He 
knew no sin in the sense that it 
was unthinkable that He ever 
could sin, for He was God mani- 
fest in the flesh. He did not 
change His glorious personality 
when He became man, God the 
Son from all eternity, became in 
grace the Son of God, when He 
was born of a virgin mother, with- 
out human father. He was ever the 
eternal God. Now just as truly as 
God ex-carnate cannot sin, so He 
who was God incarnate was ab- 
solutely above any thing of the 
kind. If any ask, “How then could 
His temptation be real, if there 
was no possibility that He would 
fall?’”’ the answer is clear and 
simple—the temptation was not 
permitted in order to find out if 
He would fall, but to prove that 
He would not. It was thus demon- 
strated that He was an acceptable 
sin offering. 


In the Old Testament we read 
again and again of the sin offer- 
ing, “It is most holy.” How care- 
fully God manifested this in re- 
gard to His Son. The temptation 
proved it, and then on the very 
day of His crucifixion distinct 
testimony was given four times to 
the same wondrous fact. The wife 
of Pilate besought her husband, 
‘Have thou nothing to do with the 
blood of this just one.’ Pilate him- 
self washed his hands, and said, 
‘I find no fault in him at all.’ The 
penitent thief hanging by His side 
on the cross declared, ‘‘This man 
hath done nothing amiss.” When 
He at last yielded up His spirit to 
the Father, the Roman centurion 
exclaimed, “Certainly this was a 
righteous man.” ‘He knew no sin.’ 


‘HE WAS MADE SIN’ 


In both the original languages 
in which the two Testaments were 
written, the same words. were used 
for sin and sin offering; so we may 
understand this expression. to 
mean, “He was made the sin offer- 
ing.” We read in Isaiah 53:10, 
“When thou shalt make his soul 
an offering for sin, he shall see 
his seed, he shall prolong his days, 
and the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand.” How tre- 
mendously solemn’ He upon whom 
the law had no claim whatsoever 
poured out His soul unto. death in 
the sinner’s stead. 


Not Physical Suffering Only 


Let me remind you that it was 


ferer, 


which our blessed Lord endured 
upon the cross that made expia- 
tion for iniquity. It was what He 


‘suffered in His holy, spotless soul, 


in His sinless being, when the 
judgment that our sins deserved 
fell on Him. For six awful hours 
He hung suspended upon that 
cross, God Himself seems to have 


divided the time into two halves. 


From the third to the sixth hour; 
that is, from nine o'clock in the 
morning until high noon, accord- 
ing to our way of reckoning, the 
sun was shining down upon that 
cross. But from the sixth to the 
ninth hour, that is, from noon until 
three o’clock in the afternoon, a 
supernatural darkness enshrouded 
the entire scene. 


In those first three hours there 
was no evidence of any special 
perturbation. He was suffering 
and agonizing, but He gave no 
evidence of the least self-pity. Not 
one word was uttered by those 
holy lips that indicated for a mo- 
ment that He was suffering. He 
looked down at the foot of the 
cross and saw His mother and 
John, the beloved, standing near. 
He said to her, “Behold thy son,” 
and to John, “Behold thy mother.” 
John then took her, and led her 
away from that awful scene. He 
looked at the great throng gath- 
ered all about Him, and listened 
to their cries of hatred and blas- 
phemy: “If thou be the Christ, 
save thyself; come down from the 
cross.”’ He lifted His heart to the 
Father and pleaded, ‘Father, for- 
give them, for they know not what 
they do.” Then He heard the pray- 
er of the dying malefactor by His 
side, “Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom.” 
That was faith. The thief could 
discern in that thorn-crowned Suf- 
earth’s coming, glorious 
King. But Jesus said, as it were, 
“IT will do better than that. You 
do not need to wait.for me to 
come in my kingdom. “To day thou 
shalt be with me in paradise.’ ”’ All 
His words have to do with the 
blessing and happiness of others. 

During those first three hours, 
while the sun was shining down 
upon that cross, He was suffer- 
ing from the hand of man. But 
what Jesus endured at the hand of 
man would never put away one 
sin. Then suddenly, at high noon, 
the sun seemed to be blotted out 
of the heavens. Appalling darkness 
spread over the scene. The early 
Christians used to say that Diony- 
sius the Areopagite was addressing 
a class of students in Alexandria 
at that moment, when this super- 
natural darkness spread over the 
world, and he suddenly exclaimed, 
“Either a god is dying, or the 
universe is about to go into dis- 
solution.” 

Yes! He who is both God and 
man was dying. God was then 
entering into judgment with Him 
regarding our sins. In those three 
hours of darkness, darkness which 
no human eye could pierce, alone 
upon the cross, the judgment 
which our sins deserved was visit- 
ed upon Him. Then His soul was 
made an offering for sin. Then 
“He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him.” Then He 
could cry, as in the words of the 
psalmist: ‘‘Deep calleth unto deep 
at the noise of thy water spouts; 
all thy waves and thy billows are 
gone over me.” Then it was that 
He was made to be sin for us. In 
some way that our finite minds 
cannot now understand, the pent- 
up wrath of the centuries fell upon, 
Him, and He “sank in deep mire 
where there was no standing,’ 
as He endured in His inmost be- 
ing what you and I would have 
had to endure through all eternity, 
had it not been for His mighty 
sacrifice. Then His soul was made 
an offering for sin, and as the 
darkness was passing away, we 
hear the cry of anguish predicted 
in the twenty-second Psalm, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” Do you know the an- 
swer? In order that you and 1 
might have eternal life, He, the 
holy One, the sinless One, took 
our place in judgment that we 
might be forever delivered from 
condemnation. He went into dark- 
ness that light might ever shine 


|upon us. He bore our heavy load 
of guilt that our sins might be 


removed as far as the east is from 
the west. 


He Is Our Righteousness 
“That we might be made~.the 


not simply the physical suffering! righteousness of God in Him.” We’ 


who believe are now’ through 
grace the display of divine right- 
eousness; God has shown how He 
can be just in justifying all who 
trust in Him who took our place 
in judgment. Upon the cross our 
sins were imputed to Him. He en- 
dured what we deserved. He drank 
the bitter cup of wrath which 
should have been ours. That was 
the cup from which He shrank 
in Gethsemane’s garden. He could 
not have been the holy Son had 
He been able to look upon it with 
equanimity. But He emptied that 
cup. He exhausted the wrath of 
God against our sins, and now 
divine righteousness demands that 
all who trust in Him be freed from 
every charge, and thus fully justi- 
fied before the throne of God. 
Seated high in Heaven’s glory, on 
the right hand of the Father, He 
is there as our Representative. His 
acceptance is ours. God sees us in 
Him. 

Looking back to the cross, the 
believer can say: “Blessed Lord, 
there Thou wert made sin for me; 
there Thou didst bear my judg- 
ment; didst endure my desert; I 
myself am the answer to the cry, 
‘Why hast thou forsaken me?’ ” 


Looking up to the throne where 
He now sits exalted, the believer 
can cry in faith, “Blesséd Lord, 
there upon the throne Thou art 
my righteousness.” This indeed is 
full salvation, and it is all based 
upon the blessed fact that ‘He 
who knew no sin was made to be 
sin for us; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him.’ 


Any attempt of ours to provide 
a righteousness which will satisfy 
God is doomed to end in failure, 
yet thousands today who bear the 
Christian name have never faced 
their sins before God and found 
their righteousness in Christ. 
Nothing is sadder than profession 
without possession; nothing more 
solemn than having a name to live, 
when actually dead in trespasses 
and in sins. Yet this, alas, is true 
of all whose hope of salvation is 
based upon the fact that they have 
been brought up to respect Chris- 
tianity, and in a sense to reverence 
its Founder, but have never taken 
their place as lost, guilty sinners 
before God, looked in faith to the 
Lord Jesus Christ, once made sin 
for them, and received Him as 
their own personal Saviour. 


Let me affectionately ask you 
the question, “Have you done so?” 
Remember that in the life of every 
one who is saved, there has taken 
place, at some time or other, that 
great change described in Scrip- 
ture as conversion (Matt. 18:3). 
To be sure, the change is not so 
marked in some as in others, nor 
could all point to the day and hour 
when it occurred; but all who are 
truly born again have been chil- 
dren of wrath on the road to des- 
truction who came to the place 
where they received Christ in 
faith, and thus were saved. 


A Religious Woman Lost 


Some time ago I heard of a 
lady living in a country place 
where modern conveniences in the 
way of lighting and such like were 
not to be had. She had never been 
very wicked, as man would say. 
Frequently she attended church, 
said her prayers regularly, even 
read her Bible, and in short hoped 
that all was right for eternity; 
yet was seldom concerned about 
the question of salvation, for her 
conscience had never been reached. 
She had no realization of the sin- 
fulness of her own heart. Wrapped 
in her rags of seif-righteousness 
she was contentedly hastening on 
to judgment. Peace in a sense 
she had, but a false peace, not 
peace with God. She was simply at 
peace with herself for she had 
never known true soul trouble. 


She was alone in her room one 
night when suddenly the lamp 
which she had lighted went out, 
leaving her in the darkness. Al- 
most involuntarily she exclaimed, 
“There is no oil in the lamp!” 
Then she added, “I’ve heard that 
before. Ah, yes, the parable of the 
ten virgins (Matt. 25:1-12), Five 
of them had no oil in their lamps 
when the bridegroom came, and 
they were shut out of the feast.” 
Her mind became~ troubled. For 
several days and nights, the 
thought was ever with her. She 
would often cry out in anguish of 
soul, “No, I have no oil in my 
lamp. My God, what will become 
of me? I have not the grace of God 
in my heart!” 


A horror of great darkness came) 


upon her. She longed to be saved, 
yet knew not how, In great dis- 
tress she began to pray, and God 
opened her eyes to see her utterly 
lost, undone condition in His sight, 
and showed her that she could do 
nothing to save herself. She 
searched His Word for light as to 
how she might obtain the longed- 
for “oil,” and at last was led to 


realize that the work that saves — 


had all been finished long ago 
when the Lord Jesus bore her 


sins in His own body on the tree — 


(I Pet. 2:24); that all she had to 
do to possess eternal life and to 
know that she had it, was to be- 
lieve on Him (I John 5:13). Glad 
she was indeed to be saved so 
simply, and yet in a way that 
brought such satisfaction. Sin had 
all been judged on Another, and 
she was justified from all things 
(Acts 13:38, 39). She rested in 
simple faith in Christ, and now ree 


joices that she is His for time and- 


eternity. 


Before, she had a_ profession; , 


now, she has Christ. Before, she 
was dressed in the rags of self- 
righteousness; now, she is clothed: 


in the righteousness of God (I Cor, = 


1:30). Before, she had an empty 
lamp only; now, she is a possessor 
of the oil of the Spirit, who has 
sealed her for Heaven (Eph. 4:30). 

Let me earnestly entreat any 
reader who is without oil in his 


lamp to face his true condition - 


now, without any further delay. 
Hesitate not to tell out everything 
into the ears of a holy. God. Then 
look up by faith to the One who 
was made to be sin for you, that 
you might become the righteous- 
ness of God in Him, He was lifted 
up on Calvary’s cross “that who-« 
soever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life,” 


Saved then by sovereign grace, - 


you will find every need met for 
time and eternity in the risen 
Christ, “who of God is made unto 
us wisdom, and righteousness, and 
sanctification, and redemption.” 
(From the book, CHARGE THAT TO MY 


ACCOUNT, by H. A. Ironside. Published 
by Moody Press, used by permission.) 


My Decision for Christ 


You have read this wonderfully 
scriptural and tender message by 
the late Dr. Ironside on “The Sin-« 
less One Made Sin.” Neither you 
nor I can accuse Jesus of sin. But 
we know that every other person 
who ever lived was guilty of sin, 
If you have not definitely repented 
of your sins and trusted Christ to 
save your soul, I beg you to do 
so now, this moment. For your 
own soul's eternal welfare, I beg 
you to face honestly the fact of 
your sin, the certainty of judgs 
ment, and the eternal ruin which 
is inevitable unless you turn to 
Jesus Christ and get forgiveness 
and cleansing and a new heart, 
Dr. Ironside shows that Jesus, 
the perfect one, the sinless one, 
died in our place, bore our sin. 
Now if you will put your trust 
in Jesus Christ, you may be save 
ed. The plain promise of God is 
“For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have evere 
lasting life’ (John 3:16). The 
very moment you honestly turn 
from sin and depend upon Jesus 
Christ to forgive you, the deed 
is done. In Jesus’ name do it now! 

If you now repent and turn to 
Christ and take Him as your own 
Saviour, I beg you to sign the de« 
cision form below, copy it in a lete. 


ter and mail it to me at once. And 


I will send you a-letter of instrucs 
tion and help and reading mater« 


ial to clear the matter up in your 


mind forever. Do it now! 


Evangelist John R. Rice 
Editor, THE SworpD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read Dr. H. A. Ironside’s 
sermon, ‘The Sinless One Made 
Sin.” I confess to God that I am 
a poor lost sinner. I believe that 
Jesus died to save me and wants 
to save me. Therefore this moment 
I turn from my sin and depend 
upon Jesus Christ to save me, I 
trust Him now, I give Him my 
heart. I set out to live for Him 
from this time forth. I am writing 
you this letter as an honest pro« 
fession of my faith in Him as my 
own personal Saviour, and will 
claim Him openly before men. 


Signed i 
Address 


